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NEITHER TO THE. 
Beſt, nor yet ro the Worlt;zbur to. 
the Common fortof Women, 


Uſing with my ſelfe, being idle, - and 
having little eaſe 18 paſſe the tre 
withall,and I betng in a great choter 
againſt ſome women, 1 meane more 
than one, and ſo in the roughof my 
DN fury, taking my pen in hand to beguile 
Sol che time withall, Indeede I might 
In” 4 I have inployed my ſclfeto better at, 
| than in ſuch an idle buſineſſe, and it 
were better to pocket up a pelting injury, thants intangle my 
ſelfe wth ſuch vermine: for this I know,that becauſe women 
are womer therefore many. will doe that in an houre,which they 
many times will repent all their life time after,yet for an inja- 


ry which I have rece;vedof them, the more I conſider of it the 


leſſe 1 efteeme of the ſame, Tet perhaps ſome may ay untome 
” I have pts y x honty an ads is Bee by the tayle, or 
that I bave been b:t or ung w th ſome of theſe FP aſper, other- 
wiſe I could never have brene expert in bewraying their quali- 
ries, for the Mother would never have ſought the Daughter 
in thc Oven, but that fhe was there her ſeife- Indeede T might 
confeſſe, 1 have been a Traveller theſe thirty and oade _ 
A 2 an 


4rehere following againſt ſore wan 
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wnconf} ant women hich thy 
:B-their travels,s ferit doth ſos 
abt be tongue tyed - Ther ou age ill you muſt not thizke 
to heare well, for although the world be ball;yet itt is not come to 


. c h 
£ . 


oy t 


'C 


x by 
, 


, 


. that paſſethat men ſhould beare with alt the bad, auditions that 


o 


are in [ome women. ' 44 0 © Ha 

I know I ſhall -be bitten byamany,berauſh Þ touch many : bus 
before I goeany further, let me whiſper one word in your eare, 
«ad that ts this , whatever you thinke privately T wiſh you vo 
conceate it with-ſilence, laſt ins farting up te finde fault." you 
prove your ſelves guilty of theſe *monſt;ous acruſatio whit 
in cab huſowb Hy fparhe 
[if they feele themſelver.touched, prove thenifekves ſlarke footes 
in bewraying ther gailed backes to the worl# +. for thy Baak 

#ocheth- no ſart of women, but [nch as when they heat 
goe about toreproveit. For.although in fome pt of thi 2 
1trip at your heeles, yet will 1 ay you by thehand, ſo that you 
ſhall not fall further than you arewilling, althouzh I dealt yyith 
90n afier the manner of :4ſhrew;. which exper otherwiſe caſe 


ww” Curſt heart buk by hereunhappy tongae >If 'be toy earnef, 


hieaxe with me alittle, for my meaning is nit to (peake witth 
of thoſe that are good, and 1 jhall (peaketos linte forthafs that 
Wrexrau2zht ; bat yet 1 will not altogether condtmne the bad.but 
hepiug to berter the good by the nanghty ex imple of the bad for 
there us no woman-(o-300d,but hath one-1dke part or other iii hey 
wh chmay be amende;for the slearefi-River thus hath ſue 
urs 1a3he bottome: Jewels areal precious,but yerthey are 
as of ont price, nor; all of one verton: 'Gold is won all of ons ph- 


Fur, 10 7070 are munen all of ine diſpoition'wonen are all ne- 


*:. 


ceſſary 
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" TheEpiltle, 
af Bi ls ant gt noreell-wivey tow icheApd[e, 'antlyes Bc- 
tA ab oyfole | WA werff. Ms 
"Few by ſorne'mormen 3b ſhould wake theiy tares olow tut 
' heaF9-me, * and ney tdyewe yon 'd bliſter ts roport it, biet that it 
(a Rat a ſorealch fox $18Ii40\ bs accounted fare Sroid;\ for 
\YeWbng*7s rhe mammal of news : vherefore 1 had ravhir an; 
wer them with ſilence which finde fault;than ſtrive.to winne _ 
the Cack: ng-fleole fromehem. "Now "me thinkes\T: beare_ ſome 


_ 


Eupi014s Dams awe. their ruſlyjudeenents fund fy hab ha- 
TS. EY pronuge have more whe vihau 
Men: T0\nſwer yowdg Ales if 4 belhe-you,; judge mermitinde, 


but if” Dprake re 1.701 halt bes the-bent er be tevord\uhorher 
tine: and fb had wrote rover ſmell iconopoſdpio pleaſe 
alland vf never ſous; yer tfbattpleaſs ſorvev Bet irbemcalbs or 
v,.F looke for nopra-fe for wy laboar :*\ Farmnweance from wy 
Mothers Teat,and thereforentuer more tube fed with her Pip: 
wherefore ſay you will; for twill (offow my ewne vaine = 
woldne every pleat; andfbews wrzwckle of aWWe- 
iſpofttion;aud. yok 1I'191m0t wilefofamce ever the ſlave, 

Var dbat Tq-miy retinne'dry.nor ſo farre 1# but\that Tomy 'ta'?- 
Wſcape out': and-yet for all that, 1 maſt confeſſe:my-.ſelfers-be 
in fault ,and that'l hawedffeaded yon beyongprrsfatiion\>fur 
it s hard, g:ve a ſufficient recompence for a flander, and yet 
bereafter,i z, meanes 1 cannot obtaine your faveny to be one of 


' your Pulpit-men, yet yo cannot deny we but to be one of 


your Pariſi therefare if you plegſe #4 to pfate me inthe 
Body of the Church hercafter, you [hall finge my devoticn {o 
great towards-you;as he that kneeleth at the Chancell dove. for 
I wrote this Booke with my hand.,but not with my heart. © 


Indeed? whin't firſt beg ay to write this Booke ny wits were 


' gone a wooll-gathering.tnſomnch, that in a manner 1 forgot my 


ſelfe, and ſointhe rough of my fury, 1owed for ever to be an 
A.2 | 9 013- 


.cer,and had it not been for hurting my ſelfe, I would have cu 
ine awne fingers which held the Penne. And furthermore, Y* 


 #her doore,and that Iheniunete:he Ste ficke,. and yet not paſt 
ved that inmy fury which my heart never thought, andthere- | 


4 due ſurm:ſethat the\ſawce which1 have made, ts too ſhar} 


Seat 1.18 Heaven, and whoſe Foote-ftoole & the Earth. 


_ TheEpiſtle, EC 
#c13 enemy wr Women, but whenmy fury was 4 dr 69% | 


od heganto conſider the blaſphemy of this infamous \bodkt again 


Fav Sexe: I then take my pen, and cut bim in twenty pee- 


for apenance I dot crave, that iny ſelfe may be 4 judge again 
my ſelfe, But yer aſſure your ſelves, of all evils Iwill chuſe 1 

leaft . whereſore Fchooſe rather to beare a faggot, than burm | 
by the Fagget. Tow may perceivethe.windes turned:12:0 ane} 


halfe a mile on the [alt water, and that my mouth hath utte-] 


% 


fore 1 confeſſe, that my tongue hath. gone beyond my wits: for if 


an——_ 


your dyct, andthe flowers which I have gathered, are toe 
_ ein fn if I had brought. little Dozges froms | 
Iceland,or fine Gleſſ.s from Venice, then 1 am ſwre that you |. 
wanld either have me 20 havethem, or wiſhedto ſee thew, | 
But | will bere concludethis firft Epiſtle, praying you with per 'Þ 
tiencere heare the ret: for if Toffend you at the firſt, Twill | 
make you amends at the laſt : and ſo1leave you 10 him whoſe | 


Yours in the way of Honeſty, 


Foſeph wetnam. 


[442040410132222022+0 
, + To the Reades, .us ai 6 


weade if on pleaſe; and like:ix as :yow. FT cinkio” $0 'the 
..wiſeft Clarke, nor yet tothe: ftarkeſt:. Foobe': but unio the 
. ordinary fort of gil beaded rages, Fd P_ thy yw- 


_ 


T8 $3 ag to low ns Ranins bugs af 
<8 Women, then trudgero- this Beare-garden 
ThE © Vo: apace; and getin berimes, and view every 
Ji 198. roome, where thou maycftbeitfic for thine 'Y 
- owne pleaſure, : profit, arid-hearts-eaſe, and. 
F beare wich my rudeneſſe, if I | che to offend rhee;: But 
before T'open this trunke full of torments againſtwomen, © 
1 Ithinkeit were not amiſſe to reſemble thoſe whichin old ? 
{time did facrificero Hercules, forthey! ufed concinually ; 
| firſt ro whipall the out of their City:and ſo-Ethinke = 
| it were not amiſle to: drive all thewornen our of gay hea- 
,for "_ —_ this little ſpark kindleimo ſach aflame 
Pe ing Hornets J_ abour my ” 
rn ale wit. 3nd quenchrhe one;. nor | 
_ wet the other; for Ifeare that 7 oy ſer doh more 
they will like of,and yer a grear deale leſlie then they 
deſerve: and for better proofe 7 referre my ſelfe ro the | 
F udgement of men, which have more experiencethan my© -__ 
ſelte; for 7eſteeme little of the malice of women, for men: 
will be perſwaded with reaſon, but women muſt be-an- 
twered with filence:for.7 know Women will barke more 
arme than Cerberw three-headed dogge did ar. Hercules, 
when he came into hell ro ferch our he faire Proferpina: 
and yet / charge them not now but witha Bul-ruſh, in re- 
ſpe: 


PET Tothe Reader, 


TEE EIU a tw; 
but feare them with falſe _— my _ charge ſhall be 4 
U pbwd 


with weapons,and wit 
then we will goe upon rare venemons Adders,Serpents, 


and Snakes;and treadeand reaplcehammdgpourtias 


for Lhaveknownemninyfiyngwichyome ofriale Fepyp 
ons.andherefore.l warned men rorberyarethe Nay 
9N. _y know women will bite the lip at me, and cenſure 
hardly of me, but I feare not the curſt Cow, tor ſhe com- 
monty h harhſhoft hoines; terthem ceuluie” mA\Whe 


e=ny Atl our ears fr 
anf deſcictionas all,thourtuytraſita yroxkinple 
theſemoſt laſcivious and cratty,whoriftsx my 
vith Women, .which. wererhecaulrotthicmy 1dle-rime/ 
{pcdding;andtycr  Ihave:nd warrantomakerihae belceye 
ellis <4cÞ wane ro beirriciBmryer 

_ where the venenious'Spidev dbthrber poyton; 
Rp bectalleds Leif have Exiſt to ſay, | that 


= butt Egarc longer ;tazn fnyBoakt;a Books. wes 


call ir; ; Lhope;lwithouraffencor: tof zheDdlliondajs2 tus 
Horſe a Hoxſe,and the Kings grearStcedtisbuba Hbrſeu:r 
If rhou reade but the beginning: of a Bddkexhou cant 
gtvenqjudgementobthat whichjin{uertiztherefars4 Jap 
- a8the Fuycr,whoawche: midftrofhis Sermon faidzzhe bell 
was behindeand {o if thourdaditallioverzthon halenbr 
be delodedfarthe beſts bebind:. I thinke'I haverſbotifo 
neare theWhixte,that{omig wil accouritme 4 good: Archer: 
Arnidiſail pray theero bdketadhytcocre, that thou tune 
not.overthyhooes, and tÞ; be w_ recovery Woes: os fer 
cond Bobke come. | 


er and ſhor: for, 


4G | 


* _— 


| 


| *Cuar, | 


-* 


This firſt __ ſheweth to what uſe Women were made: it 


alſo ſheweth, that moſt of them degenerate from the uſe 
they were framed untoby leading 4 proud, laFie, & idie 
life,to the greate hinderance of their poore husbands, 


OSES deſcribeth a Woman thus : 
At the firſt beginning (ſaith he) a 
Woman was made to be a helper 
unto man; and ſo they are indeed, 
for ſhe helpeth to ſpend and con- 
ſume that which man painefully 
getteth. He alſo ſaith, That they: 
were made of the Rib of a man, & 
that their froward nature ſheweth 

fora Rib is acrooked thing, good for nothing elſe; and 

Women are crooked by nature, for a ſmall occalion will 
cauſe them to be angry. | 

Againe, ina manner, ſhe was no ſooner made, bur 
ſtraizht- way her mind was ſet upon milchiefe; for by hec 
alpiririg mnde, and wanton will, ſhe quickly procured 

Mans fall : and therefore cver ſir.ce they are and have bin 

a woe unto Man, and follow the line of the'r firſt leader, 

_ For, I pray you, let us conſider the rimes paſt withthe 
time preſent: Firſt,that of David and Solomons;it they had 
occaſion lo many hundred yeares agoe to exclatme fo 

B buterly 


(2) 

bitterly againft Womenz for the 5ne of them ſaid, That it 
was better to be a doore keeper, and better dwell in a Den 
amongſt Lions,than ro be in the houſe with a froward and 
wicked woman. And the other ſaid, That the climbing 
up of a ſandy hill toan aged man, was nothing ſo weari- 
ſome as to be troubled with a ftrowayd Woman: and tur- 
ther hefaid, Thar the malice cf a beaſt isnot like the ma- 
lice'of a wicked Woman, nor that there is any ting more 
dangerous chan a Woman in her fury. 

The Lyon beeing b.tten with hunger, the Beare becing 
robbcd of her young ones, the Viper becing trod. on, all 
theſe are nothing lo terrible as the fturie ofa Woman. A 
Bucke-may b: incloſed ina Parke, a-bridterutes a Hore, 
a Wolfe may be tycd, .a Tyger may be tamed, bur a fio- 
ward Woman w.li never be tamed; no Spurre will m:ke 
her goe, nor no bridle will ho!d her backe: 'tor if a 
Woman hold an opinion, no man-caq draw her F:om 
it : tell her'of her fault, ſh: will nerbeleevgthar-ſhe is 
in any fault: give her g0»d counſel}, *but ſhe will net 
take 1t : if you doe but looke after another Woman, 
then ſhe will be jealou:: rhe more thou lovelt ker, rhe 
more ſhe will diſdaine thee : and if thou threaten her, 
then ſhe wilt be angry : fAacrer her, an then the will be 
proud : and it thou toibeare her, it maketh her bold : and 
if thou chaſten her, then ith2 will turne to a Serpent : 
at a'wo.d, a Woman will never forget an injurie, nor g ve 
thankes for a good turne. Whar 'wiſe man then will 
change, gold for drofle, pleaiare for paine, a quier 1 fc 
for wia”g 15g brawtes, trom the which marricy wk 
niver free 2. | 
_ . Salomon ſaith, That Womcnare 1lke unto Wine, {or 
.that they will make men drunl with theire devices. 


narec 
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Again, in their love a Woman is tompared toa Pu- 
mice ſtone, for which way ſoever you turne a Pumice- 
ſtone, it is full of holes; even ſoare womens hearts; for if 
love ſteale in at one hole, it ſteppeth out at another. 

T hey are alſo compared unto a painted Shippe, which 
ſcemeth faire outwardly, and yet is norhing but Ballaſt 
within herz, or to che Idols in Spaine, which are brayely 
guilt outwardly, and yet nothing bur Lead within thems 
or like unto the Sea, which ar ſome times is ſo calme that 
a Cocke-boart may ſafely endure her might; but anon a» 
oaine with outrage ſhe is ſo growne, that it overwhetmerh 
the talleſt ſhippe that is. | 

A froward Woman is compared to the Wind, and a 
ſtil Woman unto the Sun: for the Sun and the Wind 
met a Traveller upon the way, and they layd a Wager, 
which of them ſhould get his Cloake from-him firſt: foo 


 firfithe Wind bogan boy (tcrouſlyto blow, but the more 
b 


the Wind+.did blow, the more the Traveller wrapped: 
and gathered his cloake about him? now when the Wind 
had done what he could, and was never the nearer ; then 
beganthe Sunne gently x0 ſhine upon him, and he threw 
off, not onely his Clcak, btit alio his Hatand Jerkin. This 
Morall ſheweth, thata Woman with high words can get 
no:hing at the hands of ler Husband, neither by froward 
meanes, bur by certle ard aire meancs ſhe may ger his 

hear:-blood to doe her good. | 
As women aie comparcd to many. things; even fo 
many ard many mote trovbles commeth - galleping- 
after the hce's of a Woman, that young men betfore- 
hand doe not thinke of; tor the World 1s not made all 
of Oatmeale,, nor all is not Gold: that gliſtereth, nor 
the way to heaven is net ſtrewed with Ruthes; no more 
Þ 3 F is 


ED 
is the Cradle of caſein a Womans lappe. If thou wert a 
Servant, or in bondage before,yet when thou docſt marry, 
thy toile is never the nearer ended, for even then, and nor 
before, thou doeſt change thy golden time for adrop of 
Honey, which preſently aftcrwards turneth to be as bitter 
as Wormewood. 

Yea there are many young men which cudgell their 
wits, and beate their Romy, and ſpend all their time in 
the love of Wamen, and if they get a ſmile, or buta fa- 
vour at their loves hand, they ſtraight-way are fo ravi- 
ſhed with joy, ycaſo much, that they think they have 
gotten God by the hand, but within a while after they 
will find that they have but the devill by the foote. A 
man may generally ſpeake of Women, that for the moſt 
part thouſhalt find them diſſembling in their deeds, and- 
in all their ations ſubrill and dangerous for men to deat 
withall, for their faces are lures, their beauties are baits, 
their lookes are nets, and their words* charmes, and a!} 
ro bring men to ruine. 

There is an old faying going thus, That he which hath 
a faire wife, and a white Horſe, (hall never be with- 
out troubles; for a woman that hath a faire face, ir 
is ever matched with a cruel] heart, ard the heavenly. 
lookes-with helliſh thoughts : their modeſt countenance 
with mercilefſe minds; for Women can both ſmooth 
and footh; they are ſo cunning in their ait of Flatrery,as 
ifthey had beene bound' Prentiſe to the trade : ihey 
have Sirens ſongs to allure thee, and Crrces cunning to 
inchant thee: they beare two tongues in one mourh 
like Inudas, and two hearis in one breft like Magus, the 
one full of (miles, and: the other full of trownes, ard all 
to deceive the fimple and p'aine meaning Man ; they 

Can 


(5) 
can with the Sarzre, out of one mouth blow both hot and 


cold. 

And what of ali this? Why nothing, bur to tell thee, 
that a woman is better loſt than found, better forſaken, 
than raken. Saint Pas] ſairh, That they which marry, do 
well, but he alſo ſaith, That they which mazry not doe 
better:and he (no doubt)was well adviſcd what he ſpake. 
Then, if thou be wiſe, keepe thy head ont of the haulter, 
and take heed before thou have cauſe to curſe thy hard 

enny worth,or wiſh the Prieſt ſpeechlefſe which knit the 

not. | 

The Philoſophers which lived in the old time, their 
opirior's were ſo hard of Marriage that they never de- 
lightcd the.cin:for one of them being aſked, why he mar- 
ricd not © He aniwered, thart'it was too ſoone: and after- 
wards when he was old, he was aſked the ſame queſtion, 
and he ſaid then, it was roo Jate, And farther he ſayd, 
that a married m2n hath but two good dayesto be looked 
for, that is, the Marriage day, and the day of his wives 
death;for a woman will teed thee with Hony,and poyſon 
thee with Gali. Diogenes was ſo dogged,that he abhorred 
alt Women,and Anenſtine wiſhed,that he had lived wife- 
llc, and dycd chiluleſle, 

" Ona time one aſked Socrates whether he were better 
to marry, or to live fingle : And he made anſwerez which: 
+ ſoever thou doſt it will repent thee; for if thou marrieſt 
not, then thiw wilt Ive diſcontenred, 'and dye without 
flue, and ſo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſefſe thy geods; 
and if thou doceft marry, thou ſhalt have continuall vexa- 
tions; her Do-:vry will be oftcn caſt into thy difh, if ſhee 
doe bring wealth with her. Againe, if ſhe complaine, 
then her kinsfo.kes will bend the browes, and her Mother 

B 3 | will 


(6) 
will ſpcake her pleaſure by thee: and if thou marrieſt one: | 
ly for faire lookes, yet thou mayeſt happe to goe with- 
out them when -thou lookeſt for tneng}: and if thou mar- 
rieſt one that is fruitefull in bearing of Children, then will 
thy care be the more increaſed, tor little doth the Father 
know what ſhall be the end of his Children: and.-if ſhe 
be barren, thou wilt loath her; and if honeſt, thou wik 
feare her deaths, and if unhoneſt, thou wilt be weary of thy 
life; for when thou haſt her,thou muſt ſupport her in all her 
bad aRions; and that will be ſuch a perpetuall burthen un- 
to thee, t hat thou hadſt even as good draw water continus 
ally to fill a botromleſſo Tub. gs 

A Gentleman ona time ſaid to his friend, I can helps 
outoa good-marriage for your Son: his friend madg 
im this anſwer, My Son ( ſaid he ) ſhall ſtay rill he haye. 

more wit : the Gentleman replyed again, ſaying, If you 
| marry him not before he hath wit, he will never marry 
ſo long as he liveth: For a marricd man is like unto 
one arreſted, and I thinke that many a man would flye 
up into heaven, if this arreſt of Marriage kepr him not 
backe. ef {fo t. 
.Itis ajd of one named Dometras, that he buried three 
Wives, and yet never wet one Hanckercher; no, nor 
ſhed.ſo. muchas. one teare: Alſo Yhyſſes, he had a dogge 
which loyed him well; and when that dogge dyed, hee. 
wept. bitterly, bur. he never ſhed one teare_ when his _ 

Wate.: dyed, :Wherefore if thou marrieſt without re- 
(peGgRu oncly tor bare love, then thou wilt afterwards 
with forrow ſay, That there is more b:longs to Houle- 
keeping than foure, bare Legges in abed. A man can-, 
not-live, with.his hands in his boſome, nor buy meate in 
the Market for honefty. withour Money : where there is 
nothing 


(7) 

nothing but bare Walls, ir is a fir houſe to breed Begpers 
into the world; yea there are many that thinke, 'when 
_ they are maryed, that they may live by love: but if wealth 
be wanting, hot love will will ſoone-be cold, and your her 
deſires will be ſoone quenched with the {moake of po- 
yerty. To what end then ſhouid we live in love, ſecing 
itis a life more to be feared than death ? for allthy mo- 
ney wwaſts in topes, and 1s ſpent in banqueting, and- all 
thy time in fighs ard ſobs, rothinke upon'the trouble 
and charge wh.ch commonly commeih with a witet for 
commonly women ate proud withour profit, and that is 
a 200d Purgation forty Purſe; and when thy Purſe is 
lizht, theft will thy heart be heavie. 
" Thepride of a woman is like the dropſte; for as drink 
increaſeth the drongh: of the one, even (© Money inlar- 
. path the pride of the other: thy Purſe 'muſt be 'alway 

open td feed her fancy, and ſo thy-expences-will be great, 
ard yet perhaps-thy getting ſmall: 'thy' houfe (muſt be 
ſtored with coſtly (iuffe, and yet perhaps thy ſervants 
ſtarved for lacke of meate: thou muſt diſcharge-the-Mer- 
cers Bogke, and pay the hiberdathers man ; for her Har 
muſt be continually onthe new faſhion, and-her Gowne 
of finer Weo!l than the Sheepe beareth 2ny': ſhe! muſt 
likewiſe have her Jewell boxe furniſhed, eſpecially if the 
be beautifull; for then commonly. Beauty and Piide 
{- goeth rogethcr; and a beautifull woman is for the moſt 
part coſtly, and no g0-d Huſwite; and if ſhe be a good 
Huſwite, then no te-vant will abide her fierce- crueltie: 
and if ſhee be hon:{t and-chaſte, then commonly the is 
jea'ons. x 

AKings Crone? and a faire woman is defired of many: 


But he that getter} c:ther of them, liveth in grear trou- 
bles 
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bles and hazzard of his life, Hz that getteth a faire We- 
man is like unto a priſoner loaden with ferters of Gold: 
for thou ſhalt not (o oft kifſe the ſweer. lips of thy beau- 
tifull wife, as thou ſhalt be driven to fetch bitter ſighs 
from thy ſorrowfull heart, in thinking of the charge 
which commeth by her; for if thou deny he of ſuch toyes 
as the ſtands nor in need of, and yet is deſirous of them, 
then ſhe will quickely ſhut thee out of the doores of her 
favour, and deny thee her perſon, and ſhew her ſelfe as it 
wereat a Window, playing upon thee, not with ſmall 
ſhot, but with a —_ Tongue; ſhe will ring thee ſuch a 
peale, thatone would thinke the devill were come from 
Hell, ſaying, I might have had thoſe which would haye 
maintained me like a woman, whereas nov I goe like no- 
body; but I will be maintained if thou wert hanged: 
with ſuch like words ſhe will vexe thee, blubbering torth 
abundance of diflembling teares, (for women doe teach 
their eyes to weepe) for doe but crofle a Woman, al- 
though it be never1o little, ſhe will ſtraight-way pur fin- 
| ger in the eyeand cry: then preſently many a fooliſh 
man will flatter her, and intreate her to bequiet; but that 
marres all, for the more ſhe is intreated ſhe will powre 
forth the more abundance of deccittal tears,and therefore 
no more tobe piticd, than toſeea Goole goe barefoote: 
for as they have teares rocommand, ſo have they words 
at will, and oathes at pleaſure; for they make as much ac- 
count of an oath,as 2 Merchant doth,which will forſwear | 
himſelfe for the getting of a penny. I never yet knew wo- 
man that would deny to {weare in defence of her own ho- 
neſty, and alwayes ſtand highly upon it,although ſhe be a- 
ſhamed to weare it 1a Winter for catching cold, nor in 
Summer for heate, fearing leſt it may melt away. TE 

any | 
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Many will ſay, this which T write is true, ' and yet they 
cannot beware of the Devill, untill chey are plagued with 
his Damme ; Thelitle Lamb skips and leapes, till the 
Fox come, but then he quivers and ſhakes ; the Beare 
dances at the ſtake, till the Dogges be upon his backe 
and ſome men never feare their Money, untill they come 
into the hands of Theeves; even fo, ſome will never be 
warned, and therefore are notro be pittyed, if they be 
harmed. What are women, that makes thee ſo greedily 
to $1pe after them ? Indeed ſome their faces are fairer 
and beautifullerthan others , ſome againe ſtand highly 
upon their fine Foote and Hand, or el[e all Women are a- 
like,, Fore is as good as my Lady; according to the 
Country-mans Proverbe, who gave a great ſumme of 
Money to lye with a Lady's and going homewards, he 
made grievous moane for his money ; and one being on 
the other ſide of the hedge, heard him ſay, Thar his Toxe 
at home was as good as the Lady, Burt whether this be 
true or no, I my felfe doe not know, but you have it as I. . 
heard it. 

If thoumarryeſt a woman of evill report, her diſcre- 
dit will be a ſpot in thy, brow , thou canfſt fot goe 1n the 
ſtreet with her without mockes, nor amongſt thy neigh- 
bours wichour frumps, and commonly the faireſt Wo- 
men are ſooneſt inticed ro yceld unto vanity. He thar, 
hath a faire Wite and a Whetſtone, every one will - be 
whetting thereon : and a Caſtle is hard to keepe, when 
it isaſſaulred by many, and faire women are commonly 
catched at. He that marryeth a faire Woman,every one 
will wiſh his deathto enjoy her, and if thou be never to 
rich, and yet bur a Clowne in condition, then will thy 
faire Wife have her credit to pleaſe her fancy ; for a 

S- Diamond 
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Diamond hath nor his grace but in Gold, no more hath a 
faire woman her full commendations, but inthe orna- 
ment of her bravery ; by which meanes there are divers 
Women, whole beauty hath brought their Husbands 
into gteat poverty and diſcredit, by their pride and 
whoredome. A taire Wonan commonly will goe like 
a Peacocke, and her Husband muſt goe like a Wood- 
cocke. 

Thar great Gyant Parphymapho, who had Beares way- 
ting upon him like Dogges, and could make tame any 
wilde beaſt;yct a wanton woman he could never rule,nor 
turne to his will. - 

Solomon was the wileſt Prince thatever was; yet he luſt- 
ed after ſo many women,tha: they made him quickly for- 
ſake his God, which did alwayes guide his ſteps, ſo long 
as he lived godly. 

And wasnot Dad rhe beſt beloved of God, and a 
mighty Priuce yet for the love of women he purchaſed 


—the'diſplcafure of his God. 


Sampſon was the ſtrongeſt man that ever was, for every 
locke of his head was the ſtrength of another man; yet by 
+woman he was overcome : he revealed his ſtrength ro 


her, and payed his lite for that folly. 0 


Did not FeFabel for her wicked luſt cauſe her Husbands . 
bloodto be given to Dogges * 


Fobs wife gave her Husband counſel] to blaſpheme God 


ind ro curie hun. 
Azamemnoys wite, for a {mall injury tha: her Husband 
ES : 
ard her,ſhe firtt commerted adulrery, and afterwards con- 
fented tos death. LT 
'Alfo the. Wite' of Hercules, ſhe gaye her Husband a 
poytoned ſhirt, which was no ſooner on his backe, bur it 


did. 
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did ſticke ſo faſt, that when he would have plucked it.of, 
ittorethe fleth with it. | 

If thou wouldeſt avoyd theſe cvills, thou muſt-with-U- 
Iyſes binde thy (elfe to the Maſt of the Ship, as he did;'or 
elſe ir would have coſt him his life, for otherwiſe the $y- 
renian women would have enticed hininto-the Seayitfhe 
had not ſo done. | <E 

It is ſtrange to ſee the mad feares of women, for they 
will be now merry, then again: ſad, now laugh; then 
weepe; now ſicke,then preſently whole. all things'which 
like not them, are.naughr; and if it be never ſo;bad, if it 
like them.yt is excellent. | | x 

Againe, it.is death for women to be denyed the thing 
whichthey demand,and yet they will deſpiſe things given 
unasked.. 

When a woman wanteth any thing, ſhe will flatter and 
ſpeake faire, not much unlike the Aartering Butcher, 
who gently claweth the O xe, when he intendeth to knock 
him on the head: bur the thing being once obrained, and 
their deſires gained ; then they will begin to looke bigge, 
and anſwer fo ſtately, and ſpeake to ſcornetully, that one 
would imagine they would never {eeke helpe, nor crave 
comfort at thy hand any more: But a woman is fidy 
compared to a Shippe, which. beiag never {o well rig- 
oed , yet one thing or otheris to be amended: even ſo, 
givea woman all that ſhe can demand to day, - yet ſhe 
will be out of reparation ro morrow, and want one thing 
or other. 

Women are called night Crowes, for that commonly 
in the night they will make requeſt for ſuch royes as 
commeth . in their heads in the day. Women know 
their time to worke their craft ; for in the nightthey will 

: - worke 
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> " 


0 


(12) 

worke-a man like waxe, and draw him like as the Ada- 
mant doth the Iron: and having once brought him to 
the bent of her bow, then ſhe makes requeſt for a Gowne 
of the new faſhion ſtuffe, for a Petricoate of the fineſt 
Stammell,or for a Hat of the neweſt faſhion. Her husband 
being overcome by her flattering ſpeech, partly he yeeld- 
eth to her requeſt, although it be a griefe to him, forthar 
he can hardly ſpare it out of his ſtocke , yet for quietneſſe 
ſake, he doth promiſe what ſhe demandeth, partly 
becauſe he would fleepe quietly in his Bed. Againe, 
every marryed man knoweth this, that a woman willne- 
ver be quict, a her minde be ſer upon a thing,rill ſhe have 
it. Now, if thoudriveher off with delayes., then her 
fore-head will be full of frownes, as if ſhe threatned 
ro make Clubs Trumpe, and thou never a blacke Card 
in thy hand: for except 2 woman have what ſhe will, ſay © 
what ſhe liſt, and goe where ſhe pleaſe, otherwiſe thy 
houſe will be ſo full of ſmoake. that thou canſt nor ſtand 
in it, 

Itis ſaid, That an old Dogge and an hungry Flea bite 
fore; but in my minde a froward woman biteth more ſo- 
rer --and if thou-goe about ro maſter a Woman, hoping 
to bring her to humility ; there is no way. to. make her 


good with ftripes, except thou beate her to death: for do 
whatthou wilt, yet a ftroward woman in her franticke 


moode will pull, hale, ſweare, ſcratch, and teare all that 
ſands in her way. - | 

What wilt thouthat I ſay more,oh thou poore marry- 
ed man” It women doe not feele the Raine, yet here is 
aſhower comming, which will wet them to the skins. 
A woman which is faire in ſhew, is foule in condition ; 
the i like” unto a Glow-worme, which is bright in the 


hedge, 
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hedge, and blacke inthe hand : in the greeneft grafſe ly- 
eth hid the greateſt Serpent , painted Pots commonly 
hold deadly 5 Pay; and inthe cleareſt water the uglyeſt 

"Toad, and the faireſt woman hath ſome filthineſſe in her”: 
All is not gold that gliſtereth : a ſmiling countenance is 
no certaine teſtimonial] of a merry heart, nor coftly gar- 
ments of a rich Purſe, Men doe not commend a Judge for 
that he weareth a Scarlet Gowne, but for his juſt dealing; 
no more are women to be eſteemed of by the ornament 
of their bravery,but tor their good behaviour, yer there is 
no River {ocleare, but there is ſome dirt in the bottome. 
But many a man in.this Land, we need not goe any further 
for examples, but here we may {ce many foolesmnevery 
place ſnared in womens nets, after a little familiatity and 
acquaintance with them: I thinke if they werenumbred, 
the number would paſſe infinit, if i were poſſible, which 
forthe love of wantons have loſt their voyages ar Sea, to 
their great hinderances : and many other have never re- 
garded the farre diſtance which they have been from their 
Country and Friends, untill they had conſumed their 
ſubſtance; and then being aſhamed to returne home again 
in ſuch bad ſort,I meane by weeping Croſſe, and Penny- 
lefſe Bench, many of them rather chuſe to deſerve New- 
gate,and ſo cometo Tiburne, far contrary to the expeta- 
tion of their friends and p_ which had otherwiſe 
provided for them,it they had had grace, or would have 


becne ruled. 
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Cran, 15, 


The ſecond Chapter, ſheweth the manney of fuch Women as live 
pon evill report : It alſo ſheweth , that rhe beauty: of Wo- 
men hath beene the bane of many 4 man, for it hath over- 
come valiant and ſtrong men,eloquent and ſubtill men; and 
1n a word,it hath overcome all men, as by examples following 


ſhall appeare. | f 


al [rſt that of Solomon, unto whom God oave 
Fl fingular wit and wiſedome,- yer he loved 
Mo many women, that he quire' forgor his 
gl God, which alwayes did 'guide' ls ſteppes 

== {51ong as he. lived god!y', and ritted'ftrſtty : 
but after he had'glurted himſelte. with Women,” theh he 
could ſay, Yanity of Vanities, all ts but Vany< He. al- 
{oin many places of his Booke of Proverbes exghajmes 
moſt bitterly againſt lewd Women, calling them all that 
navght is, andalto diſplayerh their properites. And' yet 
I cannot let men goc blam-lefle, althodtigh women's oe 
ſhameleſſe, but I will rouch them both: for if there were 
no receivers, then there would not be ſo many ſtealers; 
if there were not ſo many Knaves, there would not be fo 
many whores ; forthey both hold together, ro boulſter 
each others villany : for alwayes' birds of a feather will 
flocke together, hand in hand ro boulſter each others 
villany. Men I fay may live without women, but wo- 
men cannot live withour Men : For Yenzs, whoſe beauty 
was excellent faire, yer when ſhe needed a mans helpe, 
ſhe tooke Yulcan, a club-footed Smith. And therefore 
it 
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if a womans face gliſter,and her geſture pierce the Marble 
wall , or it her Tongue be ſo {mooth as Oyle,and fo ſoft 
as ſi]ke, and her words ſo ſweet as Honey, or if ſhe were 
a'very Ape for wit, ora bagge of Gold for wealth, or if 
her perſonage have ftolne away all that Nature catiafford, 
and ſhe be deckt upin gorgious apparell : then a thouſand 
to one bur ſhe will love to walke where ſhe may get ac- 
quaintance, and acquaintance bringeth fam liarity,and fa- 
miliarity ſerteth all follies abroach ; and twenty to one, 
that ifa woman love gadding, but that ſhe will pawne her 
honeſty to pleaſe her tanrafie, | 

Man muſt be at all the coſt, and yet live by the lofle; 
a man muſt take all the paines, and women will ſpend all 
the gaines: 4 man inuſt watch and ward, fightand de- 
fend, T.1lthe ground, labour in the Vineyard ; and leoke 
whart he getteth in ſeven yeares, a woman will ſpread ir 
abroad with a forke in one yeare, and yer little enough 
to ſerve her turne, but a great deale roo little to ger her 
good will : Nay, it thou give her never ſo much , and 
yet if thy pzrſonage pleaſe not her humour, then will I 

not *give a halfe penny for her honeſty at the yeates 
end: For then her Breaſt will be the harbourer of an 
envious hearr, and her heart the ſtore-houſe of POy- 
ſoned hatred: her head will deviſe villany,” and' her 
hands are ready to practiſe that which her heart devi- 
ſeth. | = : 
Then who can but ſay, that women ſprung om the 
devill, whoſe heads, hands, hearts, mindes and fqules are 
evill? For-women are called the hook- of all evifl, becauſe 
men are taken with thei, as_Filh is taken by the Hooke. 
For women have a thouland' wayes to entice thee, and 


cen thouſand wayes to deceive thee, and all ſuch fooles 
| as 
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as are ſuiters unto them : ſome they keepe in hand with 
promiſes,. and ſome they feed with flattery, and ſome 
they delay with dalliance, and {ome they pleaſe with 
kifles - they lay out. the foldes of their haire, toentan- 
le men .n their love; betwixr their breſts is the val- 
ey of deſtruction, andin their beds,is Hell, Sorrow,and 
Repentance. Eagles.eate not Men till they are dead,bur 
Womendevoure them alive : For a Woman will picke 
thy Pocket, and empty thy Purfe, lugh in thy face,and 
cutthy throate : They are ungratefull, perjured, fullof 
fraud, flouting and deceit, unconſtant, waſpiſh, toyiſh, 
light, ſullen,proud,diſcourreous and cruell : and yet they 
were by God Created,and by Nature formed, and there- 
fore by policy and wiſedome to be avoyded; for good 
things abuſed, are to berefuſed, orelſe for a Moneths 
pleaſure, ſhe may hap to make thee goe ſtarke naked: ſhe 
will give thee roſt meate, bur ſhe will bear thee with the 
Spit - If chou haſt Crownes in thy Purſe, .ſhe will be 
thy hearts Gold, untill ſhe leave thee not a whit of white 
Money : They are like Summer birds,for they will abide 
no ſtorme, bur flocke about thee in the pride of thy glo- 
ve and flye from thee in the ſtormes of affliftions , for 
they ayme moreat thy Wealth, than ar thy Perſon, and 
eſteeme morethy Money, than any mans vertuous qua- 
lities: for they eſtceme of a man without money, asa 
Horſe doth of a faire Stable without meate; they are - 
like Eagles, which willalwayes flye where the Carrion 
15. 
She will play the Horſe-leechtgſucke away thy wealth, 
bur in the Winter of thy mifery the will Aye away from 
thee :Not unlike the Swallow, which in the Summer har- 
bourerh her ſelfe under the cves of an Houſe, and againſt 
WintCcr 
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Winter'flyeth away, leaving nothing but dirt behind'hers - 
Salomon ſaith, he that will ſuffer himſelfe to beled away, 
.ortaked elight inſuch womens company, is like afoole 
which rejoyceth when he is lcd tothe tockes;Prove7. 

Heſea,by marriage with a lewd woman, of light beha+ 

viour, was brought into Idolatry, Heſ,1. S; Panbaccoun- 
teth fornicators ſo odious, that we ought nottotate meate 
with them he alſo ſheweth, that fornicators ſhall notin- 
.heritthe kingdome of Heaven, 1 Corinth, thes.' Fg 
and 11, Vcrle. 
_ Andintheſame Chapter Saint Pas/ excommanicuoth 
fornicators, but upon amendment he recciveth them a- 
gaine. | Whoredome is puniſhed with death, Pear: 22521. 
and Geneſ, 38.24. Phineas a Prieſt, thrulbwwoadulterers, 
both theman and the-woman, through the baron 4 withz 
Ipcare Numb. 25, 

. Godideteſteththe money ar goods gotton b aniwes- 
dome, Dewt, 23. 17: 18, Whores are called:by divers 
names; and the-propertics of Whores, Prow:7. 6.and'z.,A 
Whore envieth. an-honeft vvoman, Eſdras 19; —_— 
Whoremongers God: will judge, #eb.:r3. and 
fhallhayc their portion vvith the vvicked,-int Lake 
that burneth vvith fire and brimſtone, Revel,21. 80-11") 77 

Onely forthe-finne of Whoredome God vewiſeny at 
the Ty and xepented thatever he made man, _ 6. 
6,7 

Saint Paul faith, to avoyd: fornication every man may 
take a vvife, 1.C0r. 7. 2» | 

Therefore he vvhich hath a vviſe of his ovyne, and 
goeth-to another vvoman, is like arich theefe, which 
vvill ſteale vvheahehath no neede. 


\ Thereare three vyayes to _ a Whote:by her vyan- 
ton 
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tor lookes, by her ſpeech, and by her gate, Eccleſiefticu 
26. And inthe ſame Chapter he ſaith, that we muſt nor 
give qur ſtrength unto Harlots : for Whores are the evil] 
of aLevills,and the vanity of all vanities; they weaken 
the ſtrength ofa man,and deprivethe bodyot his beauty; 
i furroweth the browes, and maketh the eyes dim, and a 
whoriſh Woman cauſcth the Fever and the Gout, and at 
a word,they are a great ſhortning to a mans life; For al- 
__ they ſeeme tobe ſo dainty as ſweete meate,yetin 
tryall they are not ſo wholeſome as ſowre ſawce : They 
have wit but itisallin craft; if they love, it is vehemently, 
but if they hate, it is deadly. 

Plato ſaith, that Womenare cither Angels or Devils, 
20d that theyeither love dearcly or hate birterly ; for a 
| Womanhhath no meane in her love, nor mercy in her 
hate; no pitty in revenge, nor patience in heranger:there- 
fore it is ſayd, thatthere is nothing in the world which 
both pleaſerh and diſpleaſerh a man more thana woman, 
for a woman moſt delightetha man, and yet moſt decei- 
yeth hum: for as there is nothirig more ſweete unto a man 
than a woman when ſhe ſmileth; even ſo, there is nothing 
more odious, than the fierceand angry countenance of a 
Woman. - - 

: Selomonin the 20, of Bcclſe faith, thatan angry Wo- 
man will fome at mouth likea Bore. If all this be true 
as moſt true itis, why ſhouldeſt thouſpend one houre in 
pray ſc of a Womanas ſome fooles doe 2 For fome will 
brag of the beauty of ſuch a Mayg,another will vaunr of 
the bravery of ſuch a Woman that ſhe goeth beyond all 
the Womeninthe Pariſh, Apgaine, ſome ſtudy their fine 
wits, how they may cunningly ſooth women; and with 
Logicke how to.reaſon wih them, and with Eloquence 

eo 
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to perſwade them: they are alwayes tempering their wits 
as Fidlers doetheir Arings, who wreſt them ſo high, that 
many times they ſtretch them beyond, Time, Tune, and 
ſcaſon, 

Againe, there are' many that wearie themſelves with 
dallying, playing,and ſporting with women, and yetthey 
arenever ſatisfied with the unſatiable defireof them : -if 
witha ſong thou wouldſt be brought a ſleepe, or witha 
dancebe led todelight, thena faire Woman is firfort 
dyet, it thy head be in her lappe, ſhe will makerheebc- 
leeve that thou att bard by Gods ſeate, when indeed thou 
art juſt at Hell gate. | 

Theodora, amanſtrousStrumpet, on a time made her 
bragges to Socrates, of the great haunt of luſtic Gal- 
lants which came to her houſe - and furthermore, ſhee 
rold him, thatſhe could ger away more of his Schoſfers 
from him, than he could of hers from her. No marvel! 
(quoth Socrates) for thy wayesſeeme pleaſantand eaffe, - 
and that isthe way youth lov kein - butthe way 
that leaderhtoa verturns life, ing full of brambles 
and bryers, 

And to match:with this, there is an Hiſtorie that 
makes mention of three Noble Curtizans, whoſe names 
were Lavia, Flora, and Law; Lavia and Law, were homo, 
common toall men, they would play at ſmall game, ra- 
ther than fir out : theſe three Strumpers, during their life 
time, werethe beautifulleſt and richeſt of thar trade in 
the world, and had three ſeverall gifts, whereby they al- 
lured their Loversro ſecke their favours. The Engine 
wherewith Lavia entrapped her lovers, proceeded from 
hereyes; for by her ſmiling countenance, and wanton 
lookes; fhegreatly irflamed all that beheld her. And 
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Jorsweon ber lovers by her excellent witand eloquent 
_—_ And Les enticed her Lovers by'her angos, fin» 
gigg,and pleaſant fingeringof infi ruments of Muſicke. :: 

"For now apaine to Laviaz King Demetrins gave but a 
Slaunce of his eyes; ſuddenly ,upon. her, and was: taken 
preſently with her net, and ſpent.cleven-talents of Silver 
Pppopher, which he had provided and appainted to;pay 

s ſoldiers : and furthermore; he. quite forſooke his 
amnemiſe, and never. leftthe company, of this Strum- 
pet, untill 'd&athtooke her from him; and after;ſhee:was 
Aead, he made great moane for her death; he alſo kiſſed 
and imbraced her, and cauſed herto be buried under his 
window, that ſooften 2she did:ſce hergrave, he might 
bewayle her death. EIG 2 
» Zigis likewiſe bada King,whoſe name waSPyrrhws,which 
NE eee friend,but yet he ſerved but asit were for a 


g kezforhe continued not very long with-her in Greece, 
vt. went himſelfe tothe wars in 7taly; but-in his abſence 
ewas not onely ſc , but obtained of many, and 
ict downe her price, fore ſhe would doe her work, 
' ſhe would have her money. *X 
... 'Now:to Flora, ſhe was a Kings daughter, her parents 
dyed whenihe was of the age of 15.yeares, & ſhe was left 
aSrich as beautifull,ſhe. had the bridle of.liberty throwne 
' Qnhernecke,(o that ſhe might run whither ſhe would; for 
wa$-withqut controlewent, ſothat ſodainely ſhe de. 
terminedto travell and ſeethe warres of ©{frica where 
the.madeſalc both of her perſon age and honour. 

- King Menelaw was the firſt that made love unto her, as 
he was marching to the wars of Carthage, and ſpent more 
Money.vpon her,thanin conquering his Enemies. - 

. But as ſhe was ofa Noble r:ce,ſo itis ſayd,that ſhe ne- 
ORE ver: 
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vergave her{clferoverto meantanid petty company, 2s 
the Tbemondls 3bm-the-bad aſcrowle! fet det het 
eate, the tenor thereof was thus ; King, Prince; Empe- 
rovr, or Biſhop, enter this Paſhace an welcorne: neither 
was$this Algrafogreedy:of Gold jas the othertwo'weres 
tor.oaatiwe.one: of her- familiarifriends:45ked 'Her the 
cauſe why ſhe did not make price of het love;! Sheimade 
this anſwere, Icommit mybodyto-none butPtiacesand 
Noblemen, and I ſwearc there was nevermmatgave' mee 
fo litfle,; but :Lhad morethan1 wouldhave aSked, bithar 
looked for; and fixthermore ſheſayd,that a/N6ble wo- 
manoughtnot ro make price of her love: albthitps are xt 
acertaine rate, except Love, -and that awoatawby great 
beauty-ſhouldbe ſo mucheſteemed of; 3gheeRecmes of - 
ber ſelfe. | She dyed at theage- of forty [yeares, atid the 
wealth ſhe left behinde her in Rowe, was valued tobe to 
much, as wonuldhave builded-new wals: round about the 
Eityzif there had beene no walls atal};o oo 0 cls 

Was notthatnoble Cityof Troy ſacked and ſpoykator 
the faire Helina? and when it had coſt! many mens lives; 
and much blood was ſhed,and-when theyhad gotthe con- 
queſt, they got butan Harlot, By thisand thar which fol: 
loweth, thou ſhalt ſce the power of Womer,hbwithath 
beene ſogreat, and more prevailed in bewitching mens - 
wits,and in overcomming their ſenſes thanalotherrhings - 
whatſoever. It hath nor onely vanquiſhed - Kings and 
Keyſars,but it hath alſo ſurprized Caſtles and Countries; 
nay, whatisit that a woman cannot doe, which knowes 
her power? 

T herefore ſtay not alone in thecompany ofa Woman, 
'Tuſting to thy owne chaſtity, except thou bee more 
ſtronger than Sampſon, more wiſe than S4/+2n0p, or more 
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holy than Davie, for theſe and many morehave beene o- 
vercome by the {weete enticementsof Women, as thou 
ſhale reade hereafter. | 

It is ſayd, that the gods themſelves did change their 
ſhapes, for. che love ot ſuch women they luſtcd after. 
Tapiter he transformed; himſclfe intoa Bull, Neprumc into 
_ Mercury into a Goate, 

. Ariftippw deſired (weet meate for his belly,and a faire 
woman for his bed, - - | 6: 

But inmy minde, bethatlayes his netto catch a faire 
Woman, he may chanceto fall incothe. fprindge which 
was layd for a Woodcocke:: therefore 1. doe admoniſh 
youbg men, and adviſc old men, and I-counſaile ſimple 
men,and1 warne all men;thatthey flye a wicked woman, 
axfrom the pcRilence, orelſe (he will make thee flye in 

cend. 

anm.for keeping company with a Queane in Acbers, 
was faine to runaway,to ſave himſelfe from puniſhment, 
and yet he had dwelt there,and wrote many Bookes for 
the ſpace of thirty yeares. 

Againe,Sawmpſozand Hercules forall theirgreat ſtrength 
and conqueſt of Gyants and Moniſters, yet the one yeel- 
ded his Club at Delanire's foote, and the other revealcd 
his ſtrength to Dalilah,and payd his life for his folly. 

The ſugred and renowned Orators Demoſthenes and 
Hortenfixs,che one came from Athens unto Corinth,to c0- 
pus &agree with La# a common ſtrumper,as you heard 

efore of her,and yet he had but one nights lodging with 
her. And the other was ſo farre in love with another Bird 
of the ſame Cage, the which he could not obtaine, nor 
yet could he conquer her affeRion, untill he had quite pi- 
ned himſelfe away, ſo that in ſhort time he had waſted 
himſelte to nothing, Plats 
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plats, for all his great Philoſophy and knowledge,and 
he kept ar res Fen eArchenaſſe when ſhe was old, and 
forſaken of her Lovers : for ſhe had given her ſclfe to 
a number-in her youth, yer nevertheleſſe Plats ſo loved 
her, rhat he-wrote many verſes in commendation of 
her. 
Alſo Socrates for his gravity and wiſdome is renowned 
thronghout all the world, yetthe moſt dearely loved 47 
phafie,an old and over-worne Strumpert. | 
Love ſtayed King Autivchw in Calciaia a whole winter, 
for one Maydethat he fancyed there, to his great hindes 
rance. hes 
Love ſtayed King Hennibel inCipslaa long ſeaſon, hy. 
ingall other bisnecefſary affaires afide,the' which wasno 
ſmall hinderanceto him; for in the meane while his ene- 
mies invaded agreat partof his Country, © 
Likewiſe 1#{« Ceſar, be contitued in 2 lexandrin, a 
long ſeaſon, not for the love of ohe, but he luſted after 
many, to his great infamie and diſprace. Fra 
The great Captaine Holofernes,whoſe fight made many 
thouſands toquake, yetheloſt his life and was flaine by 2 
Woman, *. * >: 545 tif 321550295 
Was not Herod love ſo great toawoman,that he cauſed 
10hn Baptiſt to loſe his head for her fake / '- | 
Wherefore to avoyd the fight, many times is the beſt 
Razor to cut off the occafion ofthe evill which commeth 
by Women, for had nor Holofernes ſeene the beamy of 
Tndcth, and marked the finentſe of her foote, he had not 
loſt his head by ker. 1f Herod had not ſeene Herodjas 
daughter dance, he hadnot-fo raſhly granted her Saint 
Tobs Baptiſts head. Had not Eve ſeene the Apple, and 


lo was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent, who- 
as 
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85 our Schoole-men doe write; that he ſhewed himſelfe 
like a faire young man, but had not ſhe ſeenc it, I ſay,fhe 
had noteatenthereof,to her owne griefe'and many more, 
By fight the wife of Potipher: was moved to luſt after her 
ſervant 1o/eph, Itisſayd of Semiramis of Bubylon,that af- 
ter her husbands death, ſhe waxed ſo unſatiable in car. 
- nall luſt, that two men at one time could not ſatisfie her 
dcfire, and ſo. by her unſatiableneſle, at length all Per/7: 
grew full of whores. wo b>> ble ft.,f0 
And likewiſe of one Yeniſea ſtrumpetin Cyprw,itis ſup. 
poled, that by her fame andull life, ſhe cauſed all Cyprus 
at length to be full of Queanes. 
_ Andof one faire Redopy in </£gypr,yho was the firſt no- 
ted Womanin that Countery, but atlength all the whole 
ountry became full of ſtrumpets.; + - + * 
Tt is not ſtrange that the ſeede of one man. ſhould breed 
fuch. woeumo all. men $1. 2 34 is ie, 4 1g 
. Oneſaidunto his friend, Comelctus goe ſec apretrie 
Wench. The othes madethisanſwere, Lhave, ſayd he, 
ſhaken Tio fettexs from.my hoeles, and-l; will never goc 
WI L knowl ſhall repent) afigrmwards;: Budyet. haply 
. ſome may ſay unto me;itthou ſhouldeſt refuſe thecomp:- 
ny ofthe courtelie.of 2 woman, then ſhe-wouldaceount 
thee a ſoft-ſpirited foole,anda milke-fop,andrhecocke; 
But alas fond foole,wilt chqu,more regardtheirbabble 
than thine. owne blifſe? ,Oxchtceme more theig frumpes, 
than thine owne welfare 2 Doſtthounot know, that 'wo- 
men alwayes ſtrive againſt wiſedome, although many 
tunes it be theirutter overthrow? Like theiBee,' which 
IS often hurt with her owne Honey, even ſo women are 
often plagued with their owneconceit, weighing downe 
love with diſcourteſic giving thema weed, which ay” nts 
them 
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them with flowers; as their catchidg in jeſtanditheir Kee- 
ping incarneſt and yet ſhe thinkes that ſhe keepes: her 
felfe blameleſſe, and in all ill vices ſhe would goe name- 
leſſe ;, but if ſheearry it neverſo cleane, yet intheent 
ſhee will be accounted but a cunny-catching Queane : 
and yet ſhe will ſweare that ſhe willthrive, as long as ſhee 
can finde one man alive, for ſhe thinkes to doe all-her 
knavery inviſible : ſhewill have a _— to:cover her 
ſhamez butwhen the figge leafe is dry 'and withered, It 
doth ſhew their nakednefle to the world, For take away 
their painted cloathes, and then they looke like rag 
walsztake away their Ruffes,and then they looke dly; 
their Coytes and Stomachers, and they -are {imple to-be- 
hold; their haireuntruſt, they - locke? wildely, at yet 
there are many,which lay their nets to catch a prettywe- 
man: but ke which getteth ſuch a prize,gaines nothing b 
his adventure, but ſhame tothe Body, and danger2o the 
Soulez forthe heate of the young blood of theſe/wan- 
tons, leades many.unto deſtruction, for this worlds plea- 
ſure: it inchants your mindes, and enfeebleth your Bo- 
dies with diſeaſesz/it allo ſcandalizethyour good names : 
but moſt of all, it endangereth your Soules, How cant it 
otherwiſe chooſe,when luſt and uncleannefle continually 
keepe them company, gſuttony and ſloth ſerveth them 
atthe Table,prideand vaire-glory apparelleth them? Bur 
theſe ſervants will waxe weary' of their ſervice, anditithe 
end they ſhall have no other ſervant ro attend them, bue 
onely ſhame, griefe, and repentance : but then, oh then 
(you will ſay)when it is roo Jatez Oh, weuld to God that 
we had becne more carefull of true glorious modeſtiez 
and lefſe cunning to keepe wantons company. Ohthere- 
toreremember, and thinke beforehand, that cvery —_ 
| E ath 
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hath his ſowre: then buy not with adrop of honey a gal- 
lonofgall. Doe not thinke that this worlds pleaſure will 
paſſe away with a trifle, and that no ſooner done but pre- 
{ently forgotten: No, no, anſwere your ſelves, that the 
puniſhment remaineth cterna1ly, and therefore better tt 
wete tobe an addle Egpe, than an i]! bird, For wee are 
not borne to Our ſelves, to live at pleaſure, but to take 
paines, and to labour for the good of our Countrey; yet 
fo deceitfull is the preſent ſweetneſſe, that we never Te- 
member:the following ſowre: for youth too too eafily 
wonne and overcome with the worlds vanities : Oh too 
ſoone(Ifay) is youth in the bloſſemes devoured with 
the Catterpillers of foule luſt and laſcivious deſires. The 
blacke Fiend of Hell,by thisenticiog ſweete ſinne of luſt 
drawes many young wits to confuſion : for in time it 
drawes out the heart blood of your good names, and that 

being once loft is never gotten againe. i 
? ASainE, luſt cauſeth you to doe fuch foule deedes, 
which makes your fore-heads for ever afterwards ſeeme 
ſpotted and blacke with ſhame and evelaſting infamie,by 
which meanes your graves after death are cloſed vp with 
times ſcandall. And yet women arecafily wooed, and 
ſoone won, got with an Apple, and loſt with a paring, 
Young wits are ſoone corrupted, womens bright beau. 
.UesÞreed curious thoughts, and goldengifts eaſily over= 
come wantondefires, with changing modeſty into pa- 
\ftimes of vanity, and beipg once delighted therein, con- 
tinue in the ſame without repentance, you are onely rhe 
peoptes wonder,and misfortunes banding ball,toft upand 
downethe world with wot upon woe; yea, ten thouſand 
woes will be galloping bard at your heeles, and purſue 
you whereſocver you goc : for thoſe of i}|report _ 
ong 
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long ſtay in one place, but rove and wander about the 
world, andyer ever unfortunate, proſpering in nothing, 
forſaken and caſt our of all civill companions,Rtill infeare 
left Authority with the Sword of Juſtice barre them of 
liberty. Loethus yourlives are deſpiſcd, walking: like 
night-Owles in miſery, and no comfort ſhall be your 
friend, but onely repentance comming too late, and over- 
deare bought. A penance and puniſhment due toall ſuch 
hated creatures as theſe are. 

- Therefore beleeve all you unmarried wantons, and in 
beleeving grieve, that you have thus unluckily 'made 
your ſelves neither Maides VViddowes nor VVives, 'but 
morevile than filthy channell-durt, fit to be ſwept out of 
the heart and ſuburbs of your Countrey.' O then ſuffer 
not this worlds pleaſure to take from you the good 
thoughts of an honeſt life : But downe,downeupon your 
knees you earthly Serpents, and vvaſhavvay your blacke 
ſinne vyiththe Chriſtall reares of true ſarrovv and repen» 
tance,ſo that vrhenyouyvander from this inticingyvorld 
you maybevvaſhedand clenſed from this foule leproſie 

of nature. £59 
Loethus inremorſe of minde my tongue hath uttered 
tothe Wantons of the VVorld the abundance of my 
hearts gricfe, which I bave-perceived by the unſeemely 
behaviour of unconſtant,both men and vvomen; yet men 
for the moſt part are touched with one fault, vvhich is 
drinking too muchz but its ſayd of Women, that they 
have tvvo faults,t bat is, they can neither ſay vvell, nor yet 
- doe vvell, 
; For commonly vvomen are the moſt part of the fore- 
noone painting themſetves, and frizling their hayres, and 
prying in-their Glaſle like _—_ pranke upthemſehes 
2 il 
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intheir Gaudics, like Puppets; or like the Spider, which 
weaves2 fine web to hang the flye: Amongſt women ſhe 
is accounted a Slut, which -goerth nor in her S1lkes;There- 
fore if thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady,thou muſt like and love, 
ſueand ſerve; and in ſpending thou muſt lay on Load;for 
they muſt have maintenance, howſoever thou get it, by | 
hooke or crooke, our of Tud.is Bagge, or the Divels Bud- 
get, thoumuſt ſpare neither Lands nor Living, Money 
nor Gold. 

- For Women will count theea Pinch-penny, if-thou 
be not prodigal!;z and Daftard if thou be not venterous; 
forthey count none valiant, except they be deſperate, 
iffilent; a Sort, if fall of words a foole; judging allto be 
Clownes,which be not Courtiers, If thou be cleanely in * 
thine Apparell, they will terme thee proud; if meane in 
Apparclla Sloven: iftalla Lungesz if ſhort, a Dwarfe: 
for they have ripe wits and ready tongues; and if they get 
aninchthey vvill claimeanell;ſhe vvill coll theeabout the 
neckevvith one hand, but the other ſhall be diving into 
thy pocket: and if thou take her vvith the manner,then it 
vvas but.in jeſt, but many times they take it in jeft, and (if 
they be not ſpoyled )keepe it in earneft:but ifthy pockets 
grovv empty, and thy revenues vvillnot hold out longer, 
to maintaine her pompe and bravery, then ſhe pieſently 
leaves to make much of thy perſonand vvillnot ſticketo 
fayuatothee, that ſhe could have beſtovved her love on 
ſuch 2:0ne;as vvould have maintained het like a vvoman, 
fo by this meanesthey vveavethe vvebbe of their ovvne 
yvoe,and ſpin the thread of their ovynthraldomezifthey 
lackethey vvill lacke at rhelaft;for they yvill cut it out of 
the yvhgle:Clodhyfo long-as the Piece vvill hold out. = 

-»Is not the Bee hived for bis Honey the fheepe m__ 
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profit, the Fowle plucked for her: feathers, 'the'Tree graf- 
ted to briog forth firuit, and the earth laboured to bring 
forth Corne ? But what labour or coſt thou beſtoweſt on 
a woman is caſt away, for. ſhe will yeeld thee no profit 
at all :' for when thou haſt done all, and given them all 
that they can demand, yet thou ſhalt be as well rewarded 
as thofe men were whom Eſop hired fcr three-halfe-pence- 
a day to recite his Fables: © ts oh 
Theſe things being wiſely conſtdered,chenwhata foble' 
art thou to blinde thy ſelfe in their: bold behaviour, and: 
bow at their beckes, and comear theircalls, arid ſell thy 
Lands to make them fwim in their Silkes,and ſer in their: 
Jewels,making Gilla Gentlewoman, in ſo mueb{that ſhe 
careth not a penny for the fineſt,nora y the proudeſt* 
She is as good as the beft, although fhe have'no more 
honeſty than hardly to. ſerve her owne'iturne, ſuffering 
every mans fingers: as deepe inithe Diſtras thine are in 
the Platter, andevery manto angle where thou' caſteftthy- 
hooke, holding up to all that come, not much unlike a' 
Barbers chaire, that fo ſoaneas one knave is'out, another 
is:103 common: hackney! for. every one'tha6wil ridez a 
boate forevery onetorow m.Now if thywealth dobefijn' 
to fajle, then ſhebidderh thee farewell, andgivestheethe' 
a4ieh in the Divels name : not much unlike theknavifh' 
Boers in Br-iom-who will cry anew, maſter, a new, and: 
hagg upthe old! If the matter be fo plaine, ther! confer 
this that the Houſe where ſuch'a one” keepeth -her: fefi- 
dance,is more odious with flander, than carrion dothiin- 
tethgayrewith ſtinkes; let them fatter how they(will, 
there is. no. lovein then but from the reethvoutuvard: 
blaze their propertiesthe TG Thi dl: the TiGti- 
: TU ger 
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ger reaſons, becauſe I would kavethee loath the alluring 
traines of ſuch deceicfulland'laſcivious women,although 
ſhe make great proteſtations'of love, and chereto bindeth 
her ſelfe with moſt damnable oathes, then beleeve her 
leaſt of all, for there is no more hold in her eathes, nor in 
ker love;thaa.is certainety ofa faireday in Apritt,although 
itlooke never {o cleare, yet it may turne to be foule. [ 
haveſcenea Curtizan thus pictured out, 

Firſt, a faire young man blind,and in his armes a beau- 
tifull woman; with one hand inhis pocket, ſhewing her 
theft, anda knife in rhe other hand to cur his throate. 

Naw peradventure thou mayft ſayunto that: thou doeſt 
not.know Once woman from anothet without ſome tryall, 
becauſe all women are in ſhape alike; for the fowre Crab 
is like the (weete Pippin. Trus'it is, the Raven is a Bird, 
and the Swans but a Bird : even ſo, many women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Devils, Painted Coffins, 
with rotten bones, The Eftridge carrieth faire feathers, 
but rancke fleſh. The heErbe Aolie carrieth a floiyre as 
white as ſnow,but a roote as blacke as iake, 

» Although women are beautifull, ſhewing pittie yet their 
heartsare blacke, ſwelling with miſchiefe, not much un- 
like unto eld: Trees, whoſe outward ' leaves are faite 'and 
Freene, and yet the body rotten + If thou haunt their 
ouſes,thou wilt be enarmoured; and if thou doe but har- 
kento theſe Syrexs, thou wilt be inchanted, for they 
willallure thee withamorous glances'of luſt, and yer kill 
theo with bitter lookes ofhate,they have dimples 1n aheir 
Cheekes todeceive thee, and wrinkles in their browes to 
betray thee :they haveeyes to inrice,ſmiles to flatter,im- 
bracements toprovoke, beckes torecall, lips to inchant, 
killeero inflameand teares to excuſe rhemſelves, | 
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If God had not made thern onely tote 3 phpue toman? 
bewould never have called them neceflary evills, a 
what are-they better ?. For what doe they either get or 

aine, ſaveto keepe® Nay, they doe rather ſpendandcon- 

umea!lthatwhich a man painefully - :aman muſt 
beat allthe coſt and yet live by the loſle. | 

It is very eaſie for him. which never experierced him- 
ſelfe inthar veine pleaſure, or repenting' pleaſure \chuſe 
you whether, I meate the accompanying of lewd Wo. 
men, but ſuchas axe exerciſed and experimented in that 
kinde of drudgery; they I fay, have a:continuall defire,and 
temptation is:ready at hand; therefore take heede atthe 
firſt,ſuffer not thy ſclfeto be led away into luftfull folly, 
for it is more eaſter for a young 'man or mayd to forbeare 
carnall a&,than it is fora Widdow,and yet moreecafic for 
a Widdow,tban for herthat is married, and hath her huC 
band wanting,then take heedeat the firſt, forthere is no- 
thing gotten by women, but repentance. = 

For women are likea Bay-tree; which is ever greene 
but without fruite; or like the unprofitable Thorne,which 
beatethas trim a dlofſome as the Apple; This is nothing, 
dut to tell thee, that thou muſt-nor jour of Gold by the 
colour, nor of VVomens qualities by their faces, nor by 
their ſpeeches, for they have delicate tongues,which will 
rviſh and tickle the itching eares ofgiddy-headed young 
men; fo fooliſh that they thinke themſelves happy,ifthe 
can but kifle the Dazie whereon their Love did tread: 
who if ſhe frowne, then he deſcends preſently into Hells 
but if ſhe ſmile, then he is carryed with wings up into 
Heaven; 'There is an old ſaying that whena Dogge wags 
his tayle he loves his Maſter. Saas 

Some thinke that if a woman ſmile 6n themyſhe is pre- 

{cently 
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ſentlyaverhead and cates in love :' One miſt vveare her 
Glove; another her garter, another her colours of delight, 
and anger ſhall ſpend andi1ive onthe ſpoyle vvhich ſhe 
etteth fromalithereſb:, Then if thouvvilt give thy Bo. 
ly to the. Chiurgion, and-thy; Soule to the Devill, ſuch 
vyomen are fit for thy dyct. Many creatures of every kind 
reſemble vwomen in condition: for ſome Horſe, anug- 
Skilfyllyiger can: hardly order; -and ſome againe; 'in de. 
ſnightofthe beſt Rider:that is,vvill have Jadiſh! tricke; 
ome, Hawke,aithpugh ſhebe il! ſerved,yet vvill ſit quier, 
and {ome,if never Lok ſerved, yet willcontinually flye 
atchecke 2! Againe, ord hounds by no meanes will for. 
ſake their. aadertaken gane;and ſomeagaine, indeſpight 
the Huntſmen, will continually. raane at randome; and 
{ame menwill fteale, if their hands were bound behind 
them,and ſomeagainewill rather ſtarve than fteale,. even 
{a.ſome women will nor be won with: even yeares loving 
and ſome againe will offend with anhoures liberty, *: 
| Therefore if thou ſtudyarhouſand.yeares, thou ſhalt 
finde a woman nothing elſe but -a contrary unto man; 
Nay; if thou:cantinue with: her an hundred yeares; thou 
ſhalg findg jn her new fancies, and-contrary-ſortsiof beha- 
viour; therefore if all the world were Paper, and all the 
Sea.inke, and all the trees and plants were pens, and eve- 
rp mans theworld- were: a VViriter, »yet! werechey not 
adle;yith alltheitJabaurand cunning,tofet downe allthe 
crafty.deceites;of women: + + od 
, Now,me thiokes Lheare ſome of you! ſay, that young 
wits are ſoone:.corrupted; :and that womens: bright beau» 
ty. breedeth various: thovghts in men, alfo oolden gifts 
eaſily over- commeth wantonwomens defires;)and thete= 
by maketh them become Yew: darlings, quite changing 


cuſtomes 


i 
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cuſtomes of modeſty into paſſions of vanity, wherein 
once delighted, they continue inthe ſame without repen- 
tance or ors But alas, you Jacivious Dames, theſe 
lewd conditionsof yours will ſpeedily bring all your 
joyesto ſorrow, 


— —— 


STOTY AP & 2 * 


The third Chapter ſheweth a remedy againi# Love,alſo many 
reaſons mot te be too haftie inthe choyce of a wife, But if no 
remed; be but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe a wife, 
with acommenaation of the good, wertnons, and honeit 


Woman. 


Df E not too haſtie to marry, for doubtleſle if 
\d thou marry in haſte, thou ſhalt repent by lea- 
5. ſure. For there are many troubles, which 
"SH come galopping at the heeles of a Wo- 
man, which many young men before hand 
doe not thinke of. The world is not all- made of Oate- 
meale; nor all is not Gold that gliſters; nor a ſmiling 
countenance 15 no cerraine teftimoniall of a merry 
heart, nor the way to Heaven is not ſtrewed with Ru- 
ſhes; no morc is the Cradle of caſe in a womans lap. If 
thou wert a ſervant or in bondage before, yet whenthou 
marrieſt,thyroyle is never the neerer ended, buteven then 
and notbefore thouchangeſt thy golden life which thou 
didit lead before, in reſpett of the married, fora drop of ' 
Honey, which quickly turneth tobe as bitteras Worme- 
wood. And therefore farre better it were to have two 
- F Ploughes 
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Ploughes going than one Cradlezand bettera barne bled, 
than abed; therefore cut off the occaſion-which may any 
way brirg thec into fooles Paradiſe, Then firſt and above 
all, ſbunidleneſſe; for idlenefle is the beginner & maintai- 
ner of love,therefore apply thy (elfe abou; ſome affuires, 
or be occupyedabout ſome bufincfle; for ſolong as thy 
mince orthy body isin labour, the love of women is not 
remembred,nor luft everthought upon ; bur if thou ſpend 
thy time idly among Women, thou art like unto him 
wich playcth with the Bee, who may ſooner feele of 
het Rirg than taſle of her honey; He that toucheth pitch 
maz be defiled therewith. Roſes unadviſed!y gatbered 
pricke our fingers; Bees ungently handled ſting our faces ; 
and yetthe one is pleaſant,and the other is profitable. And 
ifthou be in company of women, the devill himlelfe hath 
not more illuſions toget men into his Net, than Women 
have devices and inventions toallure men into their love: 
and if thou ſufferthy ſelfe once to be led into fooles Pa- 
radiſe,(that isto ſay )the bed orcloſet wherein a Woman 
is, (then I ſay) thouart like a Bird ſnared in a Lime-buſh, 
which the more ſhe ſtriveth the faſter ſhe is. Itis unpoſſi- 
ble to fall amorg ſtones, and not be hurt, or amongſt 
thornes,and not be prickt ; oramongſt netles, and not be 
ſturg : A man cannot carty fire in his boſome, and not 
burne his cloathing ; no more can a manlivein loc, but 
jtjsa life as weariſome as Hell : and hec that marryciha 
Wiſe, wmatcheth himſcite unto many troubles I1tthou 
. marryeſt a ſtill and quiet woman,it wil ſceme to thee,that 
thou rideſt but anambling Horſe to hell, butifwith one 
har is froward andunquier, thenthou wert as good ride 
atrotting Horſe tothe Devill, Here .nT will not bee my 
owne carver: but I pietcrre you to the judgement o 

| thoſe 
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thoſe which have ſcene the troubles; and felc the tor- 
ments; for none arebetter able to judge of womens qua- 
lities, thanthoſe whichhave them; none feeles the hard- 
neſſe ofthe Flint, but he that ſtrikes it;none knowes where 
the ſhooe pincheth, bur he that weares it. Itis ſayd, that 
a man ſhould eate a Buſhell of Sale with ane which hee 
meanes to make his Friend, before he put any great con- 
fidence or truſt in him: And ifthou beſo longin chooſing 
a Friend, in my minde thou hadft neede to cate two Bu» 
ſhels of Salt with a Woman, before thou make her thy 
wi'e; otherwiſe, beforethou haſt eaten one Bulhe}l wil: 
her, thou ſhalttaſte of ten quarters of ſorrow, and for ec. 
very dramme of pleaſure an ounce of painc, and for eve- 
ry Pint of Honey a Gallon of Gall, and forevery Inch 
of Mirth an Ell of moane. In the begianing a womans 
love ſeemeth delightfull, but endeth with Ceſtructian; 
therefore he thattruſteth to the love of a woman, ſhall be 
as ſure 8s he that-hangeth by a leafe of a Tree inthe latter 
' end of Summer,and yetthercisa great difference be:wixt 
the ſtanding poole, and the running ſtreame, although 
they are both Waters. | 

Therefore, of two cvils chuſe the leaſt, and-avoyd che 
greateſt, But my meaning is not heaxe to adviſe theeto 
chuſe the leaſt Woman: forthe lictle Women arc as un- 
happy as the greateſt, for though their ſtatures be little, 
yet their heartsare big : then ſpeaks faire toall, but truſt 
none; and ſay with Diozizes, it i3 too ſoone fora young. 
© mantomarry, and too late for old men, Oncasked a Phi-: 
» loſopher, what thelife ofa marryed man was? Heanſwe-. 
red, Miſery: And whatis his felicity?, Miſery: Forhe ſtill 
lingers in hope of furtherjoy; And what is his end? and _ 
beRill anſwered, Miſery, 


F 2 There 
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There ate fixe kindes-of Women that thou ſhouldeſt 
take heede thou? match not thy ſelfe to any one of 
chem: that isto ſay, good nor bad, faire nor foule, rich 
nor poore; for if thou marrie{t one that is good, thou 
mayeſt quickly ſpill her with roo much making of her:for 
when provender prickes a VVoman, thenſhe will grow 
knaviſh: andif bad, then thou muſt ſupport her inall her 
bad ations,and that will be ſo weariſome unto thee, that 
thou hadſt as good draw water continually to fill a. bot- 
tomleſſe Tub: if ſhe be faire, thenthou muſt doe nothing 
elſe but watch her; And if ſhe be foule and loathlome, 
who can abide her? If ſhe be rich, then thon muſt for- 
beare her becauſe of her wealth;And ifſhe be poore,then 
thou muſt needes mainetaine her. 

Forifa Womanbe neverſo rich in dowry, happie by 
her good name,bcamntitull of body, ſober of countenance 
eloquence inſpeech and adorned with vertue, yet they 
have oneill qualitic or other, which overthroweth all the 
other : Like untothat Cow which giveth great ſtore of 
milke, and preſently. ſtriketh it downe with her foote - 
ſuch a Cow is as much to be blamed for the lofle, as to 
be commended forthe gitt':' orlike as when men taſke of 
ſuch'a man, or ſuchaiman; he is ah excellent good worke- 
man, or he 162 good Chirurgion, or a good: Phyfitian,or 
he is a pretty fellow" of his hands, but if they conclude 
with this word: Butit is pitty he hath one fault, which 
commanly inſorne ren is drunkenneffe - then | ſay, ifhe' 
were endued with allthe foriver qualities, yer they can- 
not gaine him ſo much credit, to interpoyſe the diſcredit 
that commeth thereby, DELVE. 

Ir is{ayd of men, that they. have but one fault, bur of 
Women it js.ſayd that they haverwo faults, that _— 

they 
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they can neither ſay well, nor doe well; Theres a ſayitig 
that goeth thus .thar things farre fetchr and deare bought, 
arc of us moſt dearely beloved : The like may be ſayd of 
Women, although: many of them are not farre fetched, 
yet they are deare bought; yea, -and ſo deare that many 
2 mancurſeth his hard Penny-worth,and bannes his owne 
heart, For the pleaſure of the faireſt woman in the world 
laſteth but a Honey-moone, that is, while a Man hath 
w__ bis affeQions, and reaped the firſt fruit; his plea 

ure being paſt, ſorrow and. repentance remainerh till 
with htm. 

Therefore to make thee the ſtrongeſt to ſtrive againſt 
theſe tame Serpents; thou ſhalt have more ſtrings to thy 
bow than one; lit is ſafe riding at two anckers:alwaies look 
before thou leape,leſt thy ſhinnes thou chance to breake. 
Now the fire is kindled,let us burnethe other faggot,and 
ſotoour matter againe. | 

ifa Woman be never ſo comely thinke hera conuter- 
feitz if never ſo ſtraight, thinke her crooked; if ſhee be 
well ſer, call hera boſſe; ſlender, hazel] twig,if browne, 
thinke heras blacke as a Crow; it well-colouted, a pain- 
ted wall, if ſad, or ſhame. fzc'd,then thinke her a Clown, . 
if merry and pleaſant,then ſhe istheliker zo be a wanton. 
But ifthou beſucha foole, that thou wile ſpend thy time 
and treaſure, the one to the love of women, and the other 
0 delightthem; in my minde thou reſembleſt the fimple 
Indians, who apparrell themſelves moſt richly when 
they goe to be burned. 

But what tt ould I ſay? ſome would not givethcir bable 
fort!hetower of Lodo». He that hath ſayled at Sea, hath 
ſeenethe dangers, and he that is:marryed can tell of his 


owne woe, but he that was never burnr, v11ill never dread 
| -2-* the 
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the fire, Sone will go.to Dice, although they ſee othec 
loſe their money at play, and ſome will marry, although 
they beg together. Is ir not Rrange that men ſhould bee {o 
fooliſh todote on Women, who differ to farre in nature 
trom men? for a mandelights inarmes, andin hearing the 
ratling drums, but a Woman loves co heare ſweet muſick, 
onthe Lute, Citterne, or Bandore : a man rejoycethto 
march among the murthered-Carcafies, but a woman to 
dance ona ſilken Carperzz man loves to heare the threat- 
ning of the Princes enemies, bura woman weepes when 
ſhe heares the wars: a manloves to lye on thecold graſſe, 
buta woman muft be wraptin warme mantles;'a Man 
triumphs at wars,but a Woman rejoyceth more at pcace, 

If amantalke of any kinde of beaſt or foule,preſently 
the nature is knowne - as for example, the Lyons are all 
ſtrong and hardy ,the Hares are all fearefull and coward- 
ly,the Doves are all tmple,and ſo of all beaſts and fowles 
the like; I meane, few or none ſwarving from his kinde : 
but women have more contrary ſorts of behaviour than 
therebe Women; and therefore impoſſible for a Manto 
know all,no nor one part of womens qualities all the daies 
of his lite, 

Some with {weete words undermine their kusband, as 
Dalilah did Sampfen, and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary ofthe world, as Socrates and others, S0- 
crates when his wife did chide and brawle, would goe 
out ofthe kouſe till all were quiet againe : but becauſe he 
would not ſcould with her 2g1ine, it greeved herthe 
more; for 01 a time ſhe watched his going out, and rhrew 
a Chamber-pot -out of a windo v on his head, Ha, hz, 
quoth he, 1 thought after all this thunder there would 
COME Tins | 
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There isan Hiſtory maketh mention of one named 4». 
11 ninus,whoinvited a friend of his to goe home with him 
ro ſupper, but whenhecame home, he found his Wife 
chiding. and brawling with her Maidens, whereat his 
oveſt was very much diſcontented. Anayniu turning to 
him,ſaid;good Lord, how impatient art thou? I have ſuf- 
fered her theſe twenty yeares, and canſt not thou abide 
hertwo houres ? By which meanes he cauſed his \ifero 
leave chidig,and laughed out the matter, 

There is no woman but either ſhe hath a long tongue, 
or a longing tooth, and they are two ill neighbours, if 


they dwell together: for the one will lighten the purſe, if': | 
it be ſtill pleated,and the other will waken thee from thy Þ.. : 
llcepe, it itbe not charmed. It is not ſtrange of whac | 
kinde of mettall a Womans tongue is made, that neither ; 
correQion can chaſten,nor faire meanes quiet? For there - 

isa kinde of venome io it,that neither by-faire meanesnor ; 


foule they are to be ruled. All Beaſt by Menare made 


tame,but a womans tongue will never be-tame ; it js but- 
a ſmall rhing and (cldome ſcene, butis often heard, to the | 


terrour,and utter confuſton of many a man. | 


ſo a curſt VV'oman mult be rovghly uſed ; but if Women 
could ho!d thcirtongues, then many times men would 


hold their hands. As the bc ſt metled blade is mixt with. 


Iron,even ſo the beſt woman that is,is not free from faults 


the goodlicſt Ga:dens are not free from weeds, no more 1 


is..he beſt,nor faireſt women from ill deeds, 
He that uſethiroth 10 tell, 
May bl:med be,thongs he ſay well. 
I/thon b: y1tr g, marry 11:4 yt : 
{fthonbe «ld, thin w:lt have more wt : 


For 


. Therefore as a'ſharpe bitcurbs a froward Horſe, eyen- 
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For young mens wives will not be taught, 
And old mens wives are 200d for nang ht. 
And he that for a woman ſtrives by Law, 
. Shall ſtrive liaeaCox-combe,add proovue but 4 Daw. 
Then vay thow ndt that with overmach coit, 

- Thething which yeelds but labour loft, 

Divers beaſts and fowles by nature have more ſtrength 
in one part of the body than the other; as the Exgle in 
the beake;the Vnicorne in the horne,the Bull inthe head, 
the Beare in the armes,the Horſe inthe breft, the Dogge 
in his teeth, the Serpent in his tayle, but a womans chiefe 
ſtrength is in hertongue. The Serpent hath not ſo much 
venome in his tayle,as ſhe hath in her tongue, and as the 
Serpent never leaveth hifſingand ſtinging, and ſeeking 
rodoe miſchicte: evenſo, ſome women are never well, 
except they be caſting out venome with their rongues, 
rothe hnrt of their husbands, or of their neighbours. 
Therefore he that will diſcloſe his ſecrets to a V/oman. js 
worthy to have his hayre cut with Sampfor: For,itthou 
unfoldeſt any of aſecretunto a woman, the more thou 
chargeſt her tokeepe it cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeemeas 
itweretobe withchilde,till ſhe haye revealed it amongſt 
her goſſipes,yet if one ſhould make a doubt of her ſecrecy 
ſhe would ſeeme angry, and ſay, | am no ſuch alight Huſl- 
wife of my tongue, as they whoſe ſecrets lye at their 
tongues ends; which flyes abroad ſo ſoone as they open 
their motithes;therefore feare norto diſcloſe your ſecrets 


ro me, for ] was never touched with any ſtraine of my | 


tongue in my life; nay, ſhe will nor ſticke to ſweare that 
ſhe will treadeit under foote,or bury it under a ſtone; yet 
for all this bcleeve her nor, for every woman hath one e- 
ſpeciall goffip at the leaſt, which ſhe doth love and effect 

above 
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above all the reft,and unto her ſhe runneth with all the 
ſecrets ſheknoweth, -oc-oth rf 

There isa Hiſtory maketh mention of one Zy44,whom 
King 4»aſi commanded to goe into the Market, and to 
buy the beſt and profitableſt meate he could get; and he 
bought nothing but tongues:the Kingasked him therea- 
ſonwhy he bought no other meate, who made this an- 
ſwere;I was commanded to buythebeſt meate,and from 
the tongue cemes many good and. profitable ſpeeches. 
Then the King ſent him againeand bad him buythe worſt 
and unprofitableſt meate; and he likewiſe bought nc- 
thing but tongues. The King againeasked him the reaſon: 
from nothing (faith he) commeth worſe venome than 
from the tongne, and ſach tongues, moſt women have, 

Romane Hiſtories make mention of one of the chiefe, 
Governonrs of Rome, that had a Sonne whoſe name was 
Payirize,whoſe Father tooke him with himto the Coun: . 
ſel-houſe,that therchy he might learne wiſdomezwiſhing, 
him withall to keepetheir ſecrets. His mother was divers: 
times asking of the Boy what they did at the Counſell- 
houſe; and what their cauſe was of their often meeting- 
On atime young Papirix fearingtodifſpleaſe his Father, 
and hoping to ſatisfte his mother, told her this : Mother; 
(layd he)there is hard hold amongſtthem about making 
ofa Law, that every manſhall have two. wives, or every 
woman two busbangs;and fo farre as I can pergeive, it 1 
likely to be concluded upon, that every, man. ſhall have 
twOWwives. 5 © Fo 24 

The next day,w hen he and his Fatherwere gone tothe 
Counſel)-houſe, ſhe beſtirred her ſclte, and got moſt of 
the chiefe VWVomen of the Cir Ny gumas and told them! 
what a Law was like tobe mae it were not Pry G 
| an 
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and ſf&rothe Counſell-houſerhey went great flocke of 
them. But when they came in, the Governours were 
allamazed, and asked the cauſe of their comming. And 
oneof the Women having leave to ſpeake, fayd thus: 
as you'are about tomake a Lav, thar every man 

ſhalt have two- Wives, confider with your ſelves what 
unquietneſſe and'flrife thereby willarite, but(ſayd ſhe) it 
were better that one woman _— have two husbands, 
Me abroad, the other might 
be ar home, "Now when' the Governours heard this 
fpeech, they rmarveiled whereupon it ſhould ariſe: then 
young Pap/r/m requeſted thar he might ſpeake, who pre- 
ſently reſolved them the cauſe ofthe womens comming, 
ſothey gteitly' commended the Boy, and laughed the 
wean Rome; TT: | | 
Here thou mayeſt perceive by a'tafte,yhat Wine is in 
tha Buer: but iF the Dragons head be full of poyſon, what 
venome thefi(thinkeſt'thou)furketh in the tayle? All this; 
is but totell thee ofthe dovubrs and dangers that come by 
marriage; yet | would not haveall to Pare tolye in the 
graſfe, becauſe a Snake lyeth there; nor” alt men feare' to, 
goe' ths Sea, becau - foxes axe drowned ar ſea; neither doe. 
Iwarneall mento feareto goe to their beds, becauſe ma- 
ny dye intheirbeds:then marry, a Gods name, bur againe, 

and againetake heege of the coyſe of thy wife, . 
Marty got for ddaitty Withour”'vertiie, nor chooſerfor 
riches who gool condicions, Salimonainonght manly. 
Other notable ſcntences.fit for this purpoſe, faith, thata 


CE} 


_ faifewoman withourdifcreet manners. b like apldring, 
a 


ina Swines ſnoit? Andif thay marric tor wealth,then . 


thy wife many times will caſfit in thy diſh, faying,that of 
abegger ſhe made thee a'thih, Againe, if thou maricſt- 
Ba : for 
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for beauty, (and abovethy calling;th6utuft' nor oriely 
beare with thy Wives folly, but with' many' unhappy 
words;for ſhe will ſay,ſhe was blindein faneying thee, 
for ſhe might have had Capraine ſuch a one;vr this'Gen- 
cleman, or chat; fo that thou ſhould never neel tb'cravea 
foule wordat her hand'in ſeven years, fot thou ſhalt have 
enough without asking ; beſides,I feare me thou wilt be 
better. headed than wedded, for ſhewnll make thee were 
an Oxe-feather in ry Cap;yet he which hath's flir&wite 
will adventure on a thouſand infamies, onely in oe 
keepe her inthe ſtare of an honeſt womanzbutttſhe'be1lI 
2iverydo whatthou canft,breakErhyHelrr rct——ndu— 
ſtudy neverſo much}yet al] willh&t ferve;thou tnayeft! 
hergoe all /houres inthe night; ſHewill never meete with 
a warſe than her ſelfe, except ſhe meete with the! Devil 
| bimkelfe. 1 afer? 79 JÞ> ] #974 = | | 
'. + Therefore, yetbnce' more Tadviſe thee in the choyſe 
ofthy Wifke;tohavea ſPeciallregard to her qualities and 
conditions, -beforethau'fhake hands-or jumpe a match 
with her: Alſo inquiteand markethelife and converſatj- 
ondf heriParenes i ketithe 018 Proyeibe put thee inmind 
hereof, . thatare M1 BHU'IWyerh ah MESS the Cat will 
after;her i Kinde 48n '3}l* Tree cannot bring forth 'good 
Fruite, the young Cub groweth crafty like rhe Damme; 
theybung:Cockeeroweth asthe old: atd it'is a, ve! 
rare: mattertyikee chAdientici3#out of the paths of ther 
Parencsi He rfdtSommeth iti 7 Fiyreto buy an Hotle 
will pry into everypatt, to fee whether he be ſoundof 
winde and limbe, withour cracke 'or'faw, and. whe- 
tterhis breeding were ina hard T6yle,'6t ear ht be 


wellparedgind bkewtfe he wil have a catethat bis hotle 
thall have all omward'markeswhich betokeneth's Fouad 
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Horſe, yetwithall:the cunninghe hath, he!may be decei- 
ved; but if he provea Jade, be way put him away at the 
next Faire. | 
 Butif in choiſe of thy wife thou be deceived,as many 
men. are, thou muft ſtand to thy word, which thou 
 madeſt before the whole Pariſh, which was, to take 
her for better for worſe, for there is no refuſing: ſhewill 
Ricke tothee as cloſeasa ſeddletoa Horfe backe, and if 
ſhe be frowardly given, then ſhe will vexe thee night 
and day. | 
Amongſt thequieteſt couples that are, yet houſhold jars 
will ariſe,but yet ſuch quarrels which happen in the day, 
are.Often qualified with kiſſes inthe-nightgbutif ir benor 
ſo ended, their firife will goe forward like the carriage 
which is drawre betvveene two hor{es, taileto taile; and 
if ſhe cannot avenge her felfe with her tongue, nor with. 
her hands,nor with conveying thy goeds,yet ſhewill pay 
thee home privately, for itrhou ſirike with thy fword,the 
will trike with the ſcabard.Chuſe not the Rapier by his 
ringing, aor thy wife by her ſinging; for if thou doeft, 
thou mayſt be very well deceivedin kothy;for thy Rapier 
may provea Jade, ang: Foote heme, 05 
Now,ifchou aske me how thau ſhopldeft chooſe thy 
wife 2. 1 anſwer, thou haſt the whole world to. make 
chaiſe, ang yet thou wayeſt befeceived. An ancient Fa- 
ther. being,asked by a young manzhaw he ſhould chuſe a 
Wite,he anſwered him thus, When thou ſteſta flock of 
May ens togethers hoodwinke thy ſelfe faſt, and runne 
amapgſt them,and looke which thou cateheſt, let herbe 
thy. wite.'Tbe.young man told himthatifhewenthlind- 
falded;he _— bedeceived:andſo thou mayeR(quoth 
the old man) if thy eyes were open; for inthe choyle - 
| thy. 
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thy wife,thou muſtnot truſt thine owneyes,for they will 


deceive thee, and be the cauſe of thy woe: For ſhe may 
ſeeme good whole wafte is like a wand, or ſhe which 


hath a ſpider- fingered hand,or the which one her tip-toes 


ſtill doth ſtand, and never reades but ina golden booke, 
nor will notbe caught but with a golden hooke; or ſuch 
aone that canſtroake a Beard, or looke ahead, and of 
every Flea make her ſelte affraide, if one had a ſpring, 
ſuch a wench would make him a ,1f hewere halfe 
a Kingzthen this is no bargaine for thee, Butharke a little 
furtherzthe beſt time fora young man to marry, is.at the- 
age of twenty and five, and thento take a wite of the age 
ot ſeventeene yeares, Or thereabout, rathera Maydethan 


a widdow;for the widdow is framed to the conditions of 


another man, and can hardly be altered; ſorhat thy paires 
. willbe double: For thou muft unlearnea Widdow,and: 
make her forget and forgoe her former corrupt and: dif. 
ordered behaviour,the which is hardly to-be done :- but a 


young woman of render yeares is flexible and bending;. 


obedient and ſubje& todoe any thing, according to: the: 
will and pleaſure of her husband.. | 


. And if thy ſlate be good,marry neere home,and- at-lea>- - 


ſure, but ifthy ſtate beweake and poore, then to better: 
thy ſelfe, after inquirie made of her wealth and conditi-- 
ons,goefar offand diſpatch it quickiy,fordoubt-chattat- 
ling ſpeeches, which commonly.in theſe caſes runne be- 
twixt party and party,. and breake it: off even then when: 
it. is come totheupſhot : but as I have already ſayd, be- 
fore thou put thy foote out of doores, make diligent-in- 


quiry of her behaviourzfor.by the Market- folk.thou (halt 


hearc how the Market gocth : For by. inquiry thou ſhalt 
heare whether ſhe be wiſe, vertuous, and kind; wearing 
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but :her ewne proper haire, and ſuch garments as her 
friends eſtatewill afford ; or whether ſhe love to keepe 
within che houſe,and to the ſervants have a watchful eye; 
or if ſhe have a care whento ſpend and whento ſpare, and 
tobe content with what God doth fend-;' or if ſhee can 
ſhed nokind'ofunfained teares, but- when juſt cauſe of 
hearty ſorrow is; and thatin wealth-and woe, in ſtckneſſe 
and in health, ſhe will be-all alike: ſucha wife willmak 
theea happie man-tnthy choyle. -' en eat 

- \Although'ſome happen ona Divilleſh and unhappic 
waman; yetall men doe not ſo; and fuchas happen 11]: it 
isa warning to make them wiſe, if they make a ſecond 
choyle, not thatall other ſhall Baverhe like'Fortune; the 
Sunne ſhining upon the good and bad; and many aman 
hapneth ſooner ona ſhrew than a ſheepe, Some thrive 
by dicing but not one in an hundred; therefore dicing is' 
ill busbandry:ſome-thriye by rizarttage,and yet many are 
undoneby marriage; for marriage 1s'either the making 
or mairing of many a man: and yet Iwill norfay, bur a- 
mongft duſt there are pearles found, and in hard Rockes 
Diamonds of great value; and fo amongſt many womet 
thereiare/ſamie good,” as that moſtgraciots eoifetorious 
Queene of all womankind, the Vingin 2ar9,the thother 
ofall bliſſe: whatwon her honour butan humble minde, 
and her paines and {ove unto our Saviour Chriſte © . © 

S$4y4 is-commended for her catneſt fovethat ſhe bare to 
her husband;hotonelffer cling him Lot d;burfor mar) 
other qualities. Alfo S»ſa24 for her chaſtiricand fot cte- 
pingon her knees topleaſe her hursband;'; but there are 


meaner hiſtories which halo tieatron 6fjriatyothers;25 
that of Demerria5 howthat ſhe wascontetit,to th ti Lackey 
'by her husbands ſide. ct rea 
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Likewiſe Lucrerra,for the love and loyalty that ſhe bare 
to her husband, being unkindly abuſed by: af unchaſte 
Ictchcr againſt her will, fhe preſently flew herſclfe in the 
preſence of many,rather then ſhe would offer her body a- 
gaineto ber husband, being but one defiled. 

It is recorded of an Earle called Guzzalesthatupon the 
Kings diſpleaſure was commnred to prifon; and hiswife 
having liberty to viſite him in priſon, on a time ſhe. 
. cauſed him toput off his apparel]; and'put on hers, and. 
foby that meanes goe out by the Porter, . and ſhe remai- " 
ned in Priſon;and fo by this meanes he eſcaped the angry 
rage of his Prince, and afterwards: his wife was delivered: 
alſo. WE 1 

Likewiſe it was no ſmall loverhat 4r:em7/7abaretoher 
husband, for after his death ſhe built ſuch a famous Se- 
pulcher (and beſtowed the greateſt part of ber wealth. 
thereon)inſomuch that at rhis day ir-ts called one of the 
ſeven great wonders of the world. | 
- Alſo Pliny makes mention of a iſh<r+ min whichdyeſt 
ncareunto the ſea {ide z and he fe!1 ficke of an uncurable: 
diſeaſe, by which meanes He endvred fuch torments and 
paine, that would have grievedany Creztnre to behold 
him's his carefull and loving wife laSoured and travelled 
farre and neare to procure h15 health againe, bur ar laſt 
ſeeing all meanes is vaine, ſhee vrake out with' himrin 
theſe 'words | Death ar one rite or erherwill come. 
and rherefore rather 'thary at y Tonect you ſhould endore 
this. miſerable-life, I am conrentthat both of us pre. 
vent-death before he come,ſothis pg-re grieved mandid 
yeelato her counſell; and'they went forch to rhe toppe- 
oFarexceeding highrocke,and'there this woman bound 
tte ſelfe faſt ro ber Husband, 'and' from thence caſting: 
L0G them-- 
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themſelves downe, and both ended their lives together, 

Now I doe not commend this death-to be godly, al. 
though it ſheweth great love in the VVoman, Nodoubt 
but the King Þ ar: had a very kind and loving wife, as 
ſhall appeare; forwhen Alexander the great, had depris 
ved him ofthe greateſt part of his Kingdome, yet he bore 
it oug very -paticatly,with a valiant and manly courage,and 
without any ſhew of outward griecfe at all : but when 
newes was brought him that his wife was dead; he then 
moſt grievouſly brake into teares, and wept bitterly, and 
withall he ſayd, that the loſſe of his whole Kingdome 
OR not have grieved him ſo muchas the death of his 
Wite. 

It is allc recorded of Alexarder,thatat the death of his 
wife,he made ſuch a ſorrowfull kind of _ for her,(ay- 
ing, Death were kinde if he rooke nothing but that which of- 
fendeth, but he hath taken her away which never offended, Oh 
Death thou haſt bereaved me of the better par: of my life, 

It is ſayd of Yaleri#zs Maximus, that hee on a time 
Knding two Serpents in his Bed-Chamber , being 
ſtrangely amazed thereat, he demanded of the South- 
ſayers, what it meaned; and they anſwered him, that of 
neceſſity he muſt kill one of them: And if he killed 
the Male, then he himſelfe ſurely ſhall firſt dye. And if 
hekilledthe Female, then his Wife ſhould dye before 
him-and becauſe he loved his Wife betterthan himſelfe 
he moſt willingly made choyle of the Male, and killed 
him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, leaving his wife a 
Widdow. | 

Such a kinde an Animallto his wife was, Adam, for he 
was forbidden on paine of Death, not to eate- of the 

Tree of goodandevill; yet forall that, Adam notwith- 
+ landing * 
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ſandiog to gratifie his wives kindnefle, and for love hee 
bare her; refuſed not to hazard his lifeby breach of that 
Commandement, [:35im 10550 fir ad 91 
-But becauſe of all things there is contrary, which ſhew- 
eth the difference betwixt the good and the bad, evenſo 
both of menand women there are contrary ſorts of beha- 
viqurzit.inthy.choyſerhouhappen on a goad wife,defire 
norto change, forthere isa Proverbeſaith, ſeldome com- 
meth a better. And there is none poorer. than thoſe thar 
have had many wives. Thou mayſtbeareagood affetion 
towards thy wife, andyernor let. her know itzthoumayeft 
love her well, aad yet not carry. her ofithy backe - a man 
may love his houſe. well, and yer nor ride onthe ridge. 
Love thy wife,and ſpeake her fajre,although thoudo bur 
flatter her: for womenloyeto beaccounted beautifull, 
and robe Miſtreſle of many Maydes,and to live without 
controulement, and kindewords as much pleaſeth-a wa- 
man as any: other thing whacſogver;zand a.mans chicte dee 
re ſhould be firſt rhe.grace of God a quiet Life, and an 
honeſt wife,a god report,and afriendin ſtore jg; and then 
what neede a. man to-aske any more?-; ; Lil 

Saint Pau/ſaith, Thole chat marry doe well;bur he al- 
ſo faith, Thoſe whith marry got doe-better; but.yet dlſo 
heſaith, That it is better to marry than to bultgbin luſt. A 
metry companion being asked by his friend; why he did 
nat. marry zhe made thisanſ{wer;andſayd; That be had 
beenejn Bedlamewo ar three times, and:yethe was ne- 
verſo mad to marry.:.and yet there is no joy! aor pleaſure 
inthe world which may be compared ta marriage, ſo 
the partiesare of neereequallyeares, andof. pom, 7 qua- 


les then good fortune; and. bad is welcome to them, 
both their caresare- equall, and rheir joyes alike, come 
on, H what 
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what will, all is wel-come, and all is common betwixt” 
them; the husband doth honour and reverence her,and if 
he be rich, hecommitteth all his goods to her keeping; 
and if he be poore, and inadverfitic, then he beareth bur 
the one halfe of the greefe, and furthermore, ſhee will 
comfort bim with all the comfortable meanes ſhe cande. 
viſe,and if he will ftay ſolitary inhis houſe, ſhe will keepe 
him company; it he wilt walke into the fieJds, why ſhee- 
will goc with him, andiifhe be abſent from home, ſhee 
figheth ofren and wifheth his preſence:being come home, 
he kn. 'eth content, ſhe ſirripp ſmiling mevery: corner of 
bis houſe, to-give him a kind of a hearty welcome home, 
and ſhe receiveth him with the beſt and heartieft joy that 
ſbe can. Many are the joyes,and fweet pleaſures in marri« 
age, as.in-omr children being young, they play, prattle,. 
laugh, and ſhew us many' pretty toyes to. moove' us to. 
mirth and laughter, and whenthey are begger growne,, 
and that age and poverty hath afftied the Parents; then 
they ſhew the dyty of children in releeving their old Pa. 
rents with whar they can ſhift for, and whentheir Pa- 
rents are dead, they bring/ them to- the Earth ; from 
whencethey eame. | | 
Yernow ronfideron the other fide, whena-wrinkled 
and roothlefle woman ſhall take a beardlefle boy(a ſhorr 
talr to make ofir)chereean be 10 liking nor loving be- 
weene ſuch contraries, but cominuall ſtrife and debate: 
lohkewifeiwhen matches ate made by the Parents, and 
the.dowryroldand payd beforc the'young conple have 
any knowledgeof it, and ſo many rimes are forced a- 
gzinit theip mindes, fearing the rigourand diſpleaſure of 
their Parents; they often promiſe with their mouthes, 
tha: they vefuſemich theirticatts:. _ 
0, 
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Alſo, ifa man marry a wife for faire lookes, withour 
dowry, then theirlove will ſoone waxecold, infomuch 
they uſe them not like wives, but rather like kitching 
ſtuffe ; whereas thoſe that marry rich wives, they have 
alwaycs ſomething ro be in love withall. [t isacommon 
thing now adayecs, that a faire woman withaut riches, 
findes more Lovers than Husbands. 

Chule not a wife too faire nor too foule, nor too rich; 
for it ſhe be faire, every one will be catching at her,1indif 
ſhe be too foule, a man will have .no minde to love her 
which no manlikes;and if too rich, thouthinkeft ro mar. 

with one which thou meaneſt to make thy Compani- 
on, thou ſhalt finde her a commanding miſtrefſe, ſothar 
riches cauſes a woman. to be proud, beauty makes her to 
be ſuſpeted, and hard favour maketh her to be hatred. 
Therefore chuſe a wife young, well borne, and well 
brought up, reaſonablerich, and indifferent beautifull, 
and ofa-good witandcapacity : Allo in choiſe of a wife, 
« man ſhould note the honeſty of the Parents, for it is 
alicelyhood, that thoſe Children whichare vertuouſly 
brought up, will follow the ſteps of their Parents, bur 
yet many a Tree is ſpoiled inthe hewing. There are fome 
which have butane onely daughter,and they are fo blin- 
dcd withthe extreame love tby beare her,thatrhey will 
not have herhindred of her will; whatſoever the deſi- - 
reth, but ſufferher tolive inall wantonpleaſureand de. 
licacie, which afterwards turnerh commonlyto be the 
cauſe of many incooyeniences, " 

 Now,the father beforehe marry .hisdaughter,is to fift 
throughly the qualities, behaviour, and life of his Sonne 
in-law, for he which meecteth wich a civill and a honeſt 
Son-in-law getteth a good Sonne, _ he that meeterh 
2 with 
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with an jlone, caſtethaway his daughter. | 
T he husband muſt provide :o-ſatisfie the honeſt deſires 
ofthis wife, ſothat neithcrneceſſitic, nor ſuperfluitie be 
the occafionto worke ker diſhor.our : torboth wantand 
plenty, both caſcand dilcaſe, makes ſome-women often. 
times unchaſte. And againe, many times the wite ſeeing 
the husband take no care for her, maketh { belike) this 
reckoning,that no body elſe will care for her, or defice 
her : But to concJude-this {ame point, ſhe oncly is to be 
accounted honeſt, wko/bavingliberty ro doe amifle, yet 
doth it not. IT 
Againe, aman ſhould thus account of his wife, asthe 
onely treaſure he enjoyeth uponearth, and he muſt alſo 
account that there is nothing more duetothe Wiſe, than 
the faithful] honeſt,and loving company of her husband: 
He ought alſo in ſight of love, to impart his ſecrets, and 
councell unto his wife;for many have found much com- 
fort and profir, by takirg their wives counſell, and ifthou 
impart any ill happe to thy wife, ſhe lightneththy greefe, 
either by comforting thee lovingly, or clſc in bearing a 
part thereof patienily. Alſo it thou eſpie a fault inthy 
wife,thov miſt norxebuke her angerly or reproachfully, 
but only ſecretly berwixt you two,alwayes1emembring, 
that thou mult neicher chidenor play with thy W ife be- 
tore company z1hoſe that play and da!ly. with them'be- 
fore gion AER doe thereby ſet other mens teeth on 
cdpe, and make their wives the lefſe ſhamefaſt.' 


Ir behooveth the married man alwayes to fſhew him- | 
ſclte-in ſpeech: and countenance, both gentle and ami- 
able, for if a woman 'of. modeſt behaviour ſeeth any 
groſſe incivilitie in her husband, fl;e doth not onely ab- 
horrei, butal{otbinketh with her ſelfe, that other men 
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are more diſcrecte, and better brought up; therefore it 
ſtandeth him upon tobe civill and modeft in his doings, 
leſt he offerd the chaſte thoughts of his wife, to whoſe 
liking he ought to conforme himſelfe in all honeſt and 
reaſonablethings,and to take heede of every thing which 
may diſlike her. | 

Why ſome womenlJovetheir Lovers betterthan their 
husbands, the reaſon is, the Lover in the preſence of his 
Ledy is very curious of his behaviour, thathce uſeth no 
unſcemely geſtures, whereby there m2y be no ſufpition 
of jealoulie, or any exception be taken, by any thing hee 
doth ; it bchooveth every woman to havea great regard 
to her behaviour, and to keepe her ſelte out of the fire; 
knowing that a woman of ſuſpeQed chaſtitic liveth bnt 
ina miſerable caſe, for there is but ſmall difference by 
being naught, and being thought navght, and when ſhe 
heareth another woman ſpoken ill of, let herthinke in her 
minde what may be ſpoken of her ;' for wen a woman 
hathgotrenan ill name, whether it be deſerved or wich- 
out a cauſe, yet ſhe will have much a doe to recover 
againe the honour and credit thercof : leta woman a- 
yoide ſo much as may be, the Company of a woman 
which hath-an ill name, for many otthem cnceavour by 
their evillfafhions and difhoneſt ſpeech, to bring others 
to doe as they doe, and many of thera wiſh iintheir hearts 
thatall women were like unto themſelves: Itmay be ſaid 
of many women, that the feathers are more worth than 
the bird;thc refore it bc hooveth every womanto behave 
herſclffo ſoberly and chaſtly in countenance and ſpeech, 
that no man may beſo bold as toaffaile her: For com- 
monly Caſtles,if they come once toparly, are at point to 


yeeld, therefore ifa woman by chance be fet upon, let 
Oe! "4 her 
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her make thisanſwer; Whea I was a Maide, I was at the 
diſpoſition of my Parents, but now lam marryed, Iam 
atthe pleaſure of my husband, therefore you were beſt 
ſpeaketo him, and to know his minde, whatl ſhall doe; 
and if her husband be out ofthe way,ler her alwayes be- 
have her ſelfe as he were preſent. 

Alſo a woman may-confider, if her husband be cho- 
lericke and haftie ; ſhe muſt over-come him with miide 
ſpeeches and if he chide,ſhe maſt hold her peace. For the 
anſwcrofa wiſe woman is filence, and the mult ſtay to 
utter her minde ti!l he be appeaſed of his fury, and at 
quiet: For if Womea many times would hold their 
tongues they might be at quier. There was a vety angry 

couple married together, and a friend being with chem 
at Supper, asked themhow they could agree together, 
being both ſo froward and tefty;zthe good man made him 
this anſwer, when [am angry,my wife bearcth with me, 
and when ſheis angry, I beare with her : For wich what 
heart can a man ſo much as toucha haire of bis Wives 
head ? (I meane rigoroutly) for the husband ought to re- 
buke her with kinde words lecretly,and ſceke to reforme 
her by good connſell: He ought'ro lay before her the 
ſhame of ill doing, and the praiſe of well doing, if this 
will not ſerve, yet he ought rather patiently. to forbeare 
her, than rigorouſly to beate her, tor ſhe is fleſh of his 
fleſh, and thercis no man ſo fooliſh,to hurt his owne fleſh. 
A man ought to be a comforter of his wife, then ſurely 
he ought not to beatormenter of her, for with what 
face.can a man embrace that body which his hands have 
battered and bruiſed ? Or with what heart can a woman 
love that man, which can finde in his heart to beate her? 
Alſo, whena man findeth a painefull and carefull "Ou w 
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which knoweth when to ſpend and whento ſpare; andto 
kcepe the houſe in good order,thenthe husband will not 
deny ſuch a wife atiy neceſſary thing belonging tothe 
Houſe : but if ſhe be a light Huſwife, wholiveth without 
doing any thing, without caring for husband, children,or 
ſervants, or any other belonging tothe honſe, thereby 
ſhewing, although her body be in the Houſe, yet her 
minde 1s abroad, which redoundethto her ſhame, and'to 
her Husbands great hinderance. For when the Miſtreſſe 
is occupicd invanity, the ſervants are carelefſe for her 

rofit but Jooke ro their owne. For while the Miſtrefle- 
playeth, the Mayden ftrayeth. | 

But thoſe men are to be laughedat, who having a wife, 
anda ſufficient wite ro doc all the warke within doores, 
which belongs ro a woman to doe, yet the husband wilt 
ſet hens abrood, ſeaſonthe pot, and drefſe the meate ; or: 
any the like worke, which belongeth notto the man: ſuch 
husbands many times offendtheir wives greatly,and they- 
wrong themſelves, forifthey were imployed abroad in 
matters belonging to men, they would be themoredefi- 
rous being come hometorake their caſe, and not trouble - 
their wives and ſervants in medling with their. matters; 
forthe rute and governement of his: houſe belongeth to» 
the wife; | 

And hetbat hath a wife of his owne, and goeth toano-- 
ther woman, is like a rich theefe, which will ſRtea'e. when: 
he hath no neede. | 

Amoregſt all the Creatures that God hath Created, 

there is none more fubjec ro miſery.thana-woman,cipe-. 
cially thoſe that are frvitfull ro beare. children: for they. 
have ſcarcea moneths reft in a whole yeere, but are conti- 


nually.overcome with paine,ſorruw,and feare, as _— | 
| | tNC- 
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the dangerot child-bearing muſt needes be a great ter- 
rourto women, whichare counted but weake .veſlels in 
. reſpetofmen, and yet itis ſuppoſed that there is no diſ- 

eaſfhat a mancndureth, that is one halfe ſogrievous or 
paincfull as child-bearing to a woman ; Let it be tooth- 
ach,gout,or cholike ; nay, if a man hadall theſe at,once, 
yet. they are nothing comparable taa-womans paine in 
travell with childe. 

Now if thoulike not my reaſons to 2xpell love, then 
thou mayſttry 0vids Art, who preſcribesa ſalveforſuch 
a ſore,-tor he Counſels thoſe which teele this horrible 
heate,to coole their flames with Herbs witich are cold of 
nature, as Rew, Lettice, and other Herbes, too long to 
recite : Alſo he ſaith, thou ſhouldeſt abſtaine from ex- 
ceſſe of meate and drinke, for. that provokes the minde 
greatly toluſt;alſo tohunt,to hawke,to ſhoote,to bowle, 
to run,to wraſtle, or ſome other play, for this will keepe 
thy minde from thinking of luſt; alſo ſhunne flothfulneſle 
and.idlenefle,fortheſeare the only nurſes of love,eſcheyw. 
melancholy or ſadneſſe,and keepe merry company,turne 
thy eycs from the place where bewitching ſpirits are, 
leaſt the remembrancedoeincreaſe and rubbe thy galled 
minde-: Alſo to eſchew the place where thou didft firſt 
feelethe fire thatburneth thy minde with ſuch unquiet 
thoughts. Likewiſe, ſaith he,beware thou doe not twice 
peruſe the ſecret flattering letters of thy ſuppoſed friend- 
ly joy;for if thou doe not refuſe the often view thereof, it 
will much increaſe thy gricfe, dolour and annoy : uſe no 
talke of her whomthau loveſt, nor once name her : for 
that will. increaſe- thy care, by thinking in thy minde, 
thatthou, bcholdelt her face : but ſome are perlwaded 
that norules of reaſon canaſſwagethisgriefe, for love is 

| 6 ok lawlefle, 
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lawleſſe and obcyes no law, no nor yet no counfell can 
r{wade, nor take effe&, or ſubdue the affeQion of his 
bewitched ſpirits, Furthermore, Ovid perſwades other 
reaſons:toexpellthe heate of loves tor where love is ſer- 
k&d,the lovers are many times hindred' of their. /purpole : 


ſometimes for want of friends conſent, or diſtance'ef _ 


place; then andin ſuch a cafe, his counſell'is ro loverwo 
ar three, for lovebeing ſo divided, makes the love of one 
the lefſethought pon or elle, ſaith he, ſatis fie thy liſt 
upon ſome other Datne,forit willalſo helpe to weare the 
former love out of thy minde. Loe, thus Ovd ſhot; but 
yethemiſtthe marke, nat for want of Jearning, -bur fer 
want of grace; forgrace ſubdues/and treades 'all vices uh 


der foote,alrhough mortal! meanes doe pteſeribe Uivets - 


otherdycts to waſte the heate of loves delire;as long ab- 
ſence from the place wherethy liking lives; for: the coles 
of comfort: doth kindicand:heatethe heatt;zthatwith ab- 
ſence would be voyd of harmey1forabſegce dorh- quay. 
fie that firez andcoole the mindes of thoſe which tmytly 
times the. companyof wantons doth warme- for he whith 
doth not ſhan the place where Venw inherplorylits;Hith 
no cars of himſele; bur ſuffers -herto ſhrprnebls ity 
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av willbe the cauſe ofa thouſand woes; yetthert 
Be arc many that doe wiſh themſelves no worſe 


matched thanto arich Viddow;bue thou doſt not ww 
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what griefes thou joyneſt with thy gaines; for if ſhe be 
rich, the will looke to governez and if ſhe be poore, then | 
thou art plagued both with beggery aud bondage: againe, 
thy paines wilde double in regard ofhim which marticth 
with a Mayde, forthou muſt unlearne thy VViddow, and 
make her torget her. former corrupt and difordered beha. 
viour,the which ifrhou rake vpon thee to doe, thou haſt 
even as good undertake towaſh a Blackamore white; for 
commonly Widdowes ate ſo froward,ſo waſpifth,and ſo 
Rubborne thatthou canſt not wreftthem from their wils, 
and if thou think tro make her good by firipesthoumuſt 
beate herto death. One having married with a froward 
Widdow,fhe called him theefe, and many other anha 
names;ſfo he took her,and cut'the oages our of her head: 
but ſheeverafte;wards would make the ſigne of the pal- 
lowes wich her fingersto him. 'H 
_ -It:is ſeldome of never ſeerie, thata man marryerh with 
.8 Widdow forker beauty,nor forhber per but only 
for het wealth and riche$:and ifſhebe rich and beaurifull 
;wichall,thenthou matcheſtthy ſelfeto a ſhe Devill, For 
hewill goe like'a Peacock andthou likea Wood-cock; 
for ſhe will hide her mobey.to maintaine her /pride, and 
if thou art at any time deſirous tobe merry in her com- 
_ pany, ſhe will fay thouart merry, becauſe thou haſt got- 
ren a wiſe thatis able to maintajne thee,. where before 
thou waſte a begger, and hadſtnething: And if thou ſhew | 
thy ſelfe ſad,the will fay, thouart fad becauſe thou canſ 
not bury. her, therebyto enjoy that vvhich ſhe bath {if 
thou make proviſion to farewell inthy bouſe, ſhewill 
bid thee ſpend than which thou broughteſk thy:felfe,/<.) 
,). If thouſheyvthy ſclfe ſparing, ſhe will fay, thou ſhalt 
pot pinciþerof that vvhich is het oyvne; and ifthou doe 
get's any 
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any thing contrary to her minde, ſhe will ſay, her other 
Husband was mare kinde : If thou chance to dine from 
home, ſhe will bid thee goe ſup with thy harlots abraad : 
ifchougoc abroad and ſpend any thing before thoucom- 
meſt home, ſhe will ſay a begger I found thee, anda beg- 
arthou meaneſt; to leave me : If thou ſtay alwayes at 
home, ſhe will ſay thou art happy thou haſt gotten a wiſe 
chat is ableto maintaine thee 1dle : if thaw carve berthe 
beſt morſell on the Tablexhough ſhe take it, yet ſhe will 
take it ſcornefully, and ſay, ſhe had a tusband that would 
ler her cur where ſhe liked her ſclie. 

And ifthou come in well diſpoſed,thinking to be mer- 
ry, and intreating her with faire words, ſhewill call thee 
diſſembling hypocrir, ſaying, thou ſpeakeſt me faire with 
thy tongue, butthy heart is on thy Minions abroad. Loe 
theſe are the fran. ick trickes of froward VWiddowes, they 
areveither well ful nor faſting, they will neithcr goe to 
Church nor ſtay at home, (I meanc inregard of their im- 
patient mindes;) For a man ſhall never be quict in her 
ſight, nor out of her fight - for ifthou be in ber ſighr,ſhe 
will vexethee as before ſayd,and out of her ſight thy awn 
conſcience will torment and trouble thy minde to think 
onthe Purgatory which 'perforce thou muſt endure when 
thou commeſt home. | 
 Shewill make Clubs trumpe when thou haſt never a 

'blacke Card in thy hand, for with her cruell tongue (hee 
will ring thee ſnch a peale,that.onewould thinketheDe- 
| vill were come from hell: Befides this, thou ſhalt have 

a brended ſlut, like a Hell-hagge, with a pare of paps like 
a palre of dung-pots, ſhall bring in thy dinner, Go thy 
widdow will acttruft thee withawench that is bandſome 
in thy houſe; nowifthat upon _ occalioathou ” 
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the platters at thy mayds head, ſeeing thy meate brought: 
inby ſuch a ſlur, and to ſlut:1th}y dreft;then will thy wid- 
dow take Peppe inthe Noſe, and ſtampe, and ſtare, and 
looke fo ſowre, as if fhee had come but even then from 
enting of Crabs, ſzying; If zbou had(t not marryed with 
me,thou wouldeft have beene glad of the: wotſt morſell 
that is here + then thou againe replyeſt fayingz If I had 
por beene ſo mad; the Devill himſelfe would not have 
had thee, and then withour cauſe thou blameſt her: of 
old ape, and of jealouſie,and of hiding her money, and 
for conveying away her goods, which thou haſt brought 
with the diſpleaſure of thy Friends, and diſcredit tothy 
ſelfe;inregard of her''yecres, then againe, fhee on the 
other ſide runnerh about to her neighbours,and there ſhe- 
4hundereth our a thouſand: injuries that thou doeſt her 
ſaying, my Corne he ſendeth tothe Marker, and my Cat- 
tlerothe Fayre, and looke what he openly findeth, hee 
taketh.by force,and what I hide ſecretly, be privily ſtea- 
keth itaway, avdplayeth away all my money ar dice. Loe 
thus he conſumeth'my ſubſtance, and yet hateth my per- 
fon, no-longer than I feede him with money, can I enjoy 
bis company, now he hath thar he ſought for, he giveth 
meaothingelſe but froward atjſwers, and toule uſage, 
and yet, God knowes, of pure love 'I married him with 
Pothing, but now his ill husbandry, is like to bring to 
Mibebarh me and my children : but now all this while 
H{ddrh.hot forger-to'2e}l her owne good huſwifery, 


faying|Iſit:workingallday at my needle, or at my dt- 
flaficy and helike ar unthrifr, and a whoremonger, run- 
netſat randomie, thus theyare alwayes' firetching debate 
4pon'the tackebf vengeance. - | *!- 

12 Loebereis a life, but it is as weartſome as Hell: wt 
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tf chey kifſe inthe morning, being friends, yet ere vone 
are ready tothrow the houſe our ata VVindow. The Pa- 
piſts athrme; that Heaven-is won by Pugatory, bur in 
my minde a man ſhall never come into a worſe Purgato- 
ry,thanto be marched -with a froward Widdow. Hee 
that matcheth himſelfe roa VViddow-and three children, 
matcheth himſelteto foure theeves. One having married 
witha VV.iddow,jt was his lucke to bury'her, bnt not be- 
fore he was ſore vexed with-her, for afterwards be lying 
on his death-bed, kis friends exhorted him to pray Dig 
God that his ſoule might reſt in Heaven, And he asked 
themthis queſtion : x. an (fairh he) doe you thinke 
my wife is gone? and they ſayd unto him, nodoubt bur” 
that your wife is gone to heaven before you; Hereplyed, 
I care not whether I goe, ſol goe not where my-wite is 
for feare I meete with her,and be vexed with her as I bave 
beene heretofore. FE 
Another having married with -a Widdow, being one 
day at a Sermon, headthe Preacher ſay, Whoſoever will 
be ſaved, let him take up his crofſe and follow me : this 
mad fellow, after Sermon was cnded,touke his wife upon: 
his backe, and came tothe Preacher, and ſayd; bereis my 
croſſe, I am ready to follow thee whither thonwile. - 
Another having married vvith a vviddovv,vvhich ſhevv- 
ed her ſe]fe like a Saint abroad, but a Deviil at home, a 
- friendofher husbands told him, that he had gotretvi bin 
a good, ſtill, and quiet wifez yeamarry;quorh the married 
man,you ſeemy ſhove is faireand nevv,but yeryouknovy 
not vvhere ir pinchketh me. PONY 3H 
Another merry @mpanion having marryed vvith a: 
Widdovy, and carryed.her over Sea into Frence, there 
faddenly arofea great ſtorme, infomuch that they vvere' 
| i3 all 
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all .indanger of fJrawning; the Maſter of the Ship called 
untothe Marriners, and bad them' take and throw over- 
board all the heavieſt goods inthe Ship,this married man 
hearin2 him ſay ſo, he tooke his Widdow, and threw her 
over boord: and being asked the reaſon why he did fo, 
he ſayd,rhat he never telt any thing inall bis life that was 
ſo heavic to himas ſhe had beene. 

 Anocther having martied with a VWiddow, and within 
a while after they were marryed, {hee went out into the 
Garden, and there finding her husbands ſhirt hang cloſe 
on the Hedge by her Maydes ſmocke, the went preſently 
and hanged her elf, upona jealous conceit that he took: 
and a merryfellow asking the cauſe why ſhe hanged ber 
ſelfc, and being cold thar it was for jealouſie,L would ſaid 
he, that all Trees did beare ſuch fruite, 

Thou may ſtthinke that I have ſpoken enough concer- 
ning Widdowes; but the further I runne after them, the 
further I am from them; for they are the ſumme of the 
ſeven deadly finnes, the friends of Sathan, andthe gates 
ofhell. Now me thinkesT heare ſome ſay unto me, that 
I ſhould havetald them this leflon ſooner, for too late 
commeth medicine when a patient is dead, even ſo too 
late commeth counſel], when it 1s paſt remedie, but it is 
better late than never, for it may be a warning to make 0- 
thers wiſe. 


| But why doeImake fo long harveſt of ſo little Cornee 


ſecing the corne is bad,my barveſt ſhall ceaſe, for ſo long 
as women doc illthey muſt not thinke tobe well ſpoken 
_ would be wellreported of, or kept like the Roſe 
when it hath loſt the colour,then yagſhould ſmell ſect 
inthe bud,as the Roſe doth,or if you would be raſted for 
old wine, you ſhould be ſivecte at the firſt, likea pleaſant 

Grape, 
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Grape:then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your courteſie, 
and comforted for your honeſty,ſo ſhould y ou be prefer- 
ved like the ſyveete Roſe, and eſteemed of as pleaſant 
Wine. But to vvhat purpofe doe I goe about to inſtruc 
youknovving that ſuchas counſell the Devill, cannever 
amend him of his evill > 

And ſo praying thoſe vvhich have already wadetheir. 


choy fe, and ſeenethe trouble, and felt the torments that 
are vvith Women, totake it merrily, and toeſteeme of 


this Booke onely.as the toyes of an idle head. 
Nor I vvould not have Women murmure _ me,. 
for thatI have notvvritten more bitterly againſt Menyfor. 


| itis avery hard yvinter vvhen one Wolfe eateth another, 


| andit isalfo anill Bird that defileth her ovvne Neſt, and. 
, amoſt unkinde part of one manto ſpeake ill of another, 
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